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Report of the Study and Research Committee on Amendment A-2, 
Referred from the 2019 Convention of International Chapter
Submitted to the Executive Board of International Chapter on September 1, 2020

At the 2019 Convention of International Chapter members of convention voted to refer amendment A-2 to the Study and Research Committee of 
International Chapter to determine if removing the reference “state chapter” used throughout the Constitution to designate “state, provincial and district 
chapter” should be replaced with state/provincial/district or for the committee to provide other language throughout the Constitution to reflect the 
nomenclature used in the different countries that are part of International Chapter, and the equal rank state, provincial, and district chapters possess; 
and for the Study and Research Committee to submit a report of their findings and recommendations to the executive board of International Chapter by 
September 1, 2020; said report will be published in The P.E.O. Record and presented to the delegation at the Convention of International Chapter in 2021,  
at which time amendment A-2 will be reconsidered. 

Amendment A-2, submitted by Alberta-Saskatchewan Provincial Chapter and North Carolina State Chapter, would amend the Introduction of the P.E.O. 
Constitution, ARTICLE V JURISDICTION, paragraph 2 by striking out the words “Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be used to designate state, 
provincial, or district chapter.” Variations of this amendment have been proposed at Convention of International Chapter in 2013, 2017 and 2019, and 
although the votes have been closer over that time period those amendments have not reached the 2/3 vote necessary for adoption.

“State chapter” has been used as the designation for state, provincial or district chapters in the P.E.O. Constitution for over 70 years. State, provincial, and 
district chapters are identified in the Introduction, Article V, of the Constitution as the mid-level tier of the governing entity of P.E.O., between International 
Chapter and the local chapter. As such, each state, provincial, or district chapter is a vital link in the exchange of information between International Chapter 
and local chapters and is highly visible to members.

The Sisterhood is currently comprised of 45 state chapters, four provincial chapters in Canada and two district chapters within the United States. 
Additionally, there is one subordinate territory, in which the local chapters are under the jurisdiction of International Chapter. Language used in the 
Constitution has evolved as the structure of the organization has changed. In 1906 the Sisterhood was divided into Supreme Grand Chapter, State Grand 
Chapter, and Subordinate Chapters; in 1921 the entities were designated as Supreme Chapter, State Chapters and Subordinate Chapters. The first Canadian 
chapter, British Columbia, was organized in 1925, and in 1927 the Constitution stated that “this organization is divided into the Supreme Chapter, State 
Chapters and Local Chapters.” At that time it further stated that “When there are 9 chapters in any state, territory or province, they may obtain from 
the President of Supreme Chapter a dispensation and form an organization to be known as a State, Territorial or Provincial Chapter.” By the time the 
Constitution of 1944 was printed it contained the following language: “Hereinafter the words “State Chapter” shall be used to designate State, Provincial, 
District, or Territorial Chapter.” Since then, Manitoba (1951), Ontario (1955) and Alberta (1963) Provincial Chapters have been organized, and ON-QB (1987), 
MB-NWON (2008) and AB-SK (2008) have been created through mergers of provincial and local chapters.

When describing the mid-level tier of the Sisterhood, the Study and Research Committee agrees with established use that for the sake of brevity a short 
phrase is preferable to using “state, provincial, or district chapter” in the Constitution. Removing “state chapter” as the designation where “state, provincial, 
or district chapter” is intended would remove the abbreviated form from the Constitution. 

The Study and Research Committee researched the governing levels of various national and international organizations and weighed alternative words 
to “state chapter”. Consideration was given to the political and geographic similarities and differences within our organization, recognizing that the 
word “state” does not fit every entity and that certain terms might be used or interpreted differently by different entities. And, as the Executive Board of 
International Chapter has the authority to organize chapters in other countries, using a short phrase to designate the mid-level tier of the Sisterhood could 
provide the flexibility to include such chapters in this tier without changing the Constitution. After considering the various alternatives to “state chapter”, 
the Study and Research Committee recommends that “unified chapter” be used to designate state, provincial, and district chapter in the Constitution. 
This recommendation recognizes and respects the unique character of the state, provincial and district chapters represented in the Sisterhood and 
acknowledges both the practical and symbolic importance of a shortened phrase to encompass the various entities when referenced in the Constitution. 
Currently, there are places in the Constitution where the words “state chapter” are written which are not used to designate “state, provincial and district 
chapter”, and therefore, the committee wants to emphasize that the change from “state chapter” to “unified chapter” would not affect all locations in the 
Constitution where “state chapter” is used. Each sentence using the words “state chapter” would be reviewed to determine if the intent was to designate 
“state, provincial and district chapter” and would, therefore, need to be changed to “unified chapter”.

Proposed amendment A-2, to amend the Introduction of the P.E.O. Constitution, Article V, Jurisdiction, paragraph 2, by striking out the words “Hereinafter 
the words “state chapter” shall be used to designate state, provincial, or district chapter” was referred to the Study and Research Committee for 
consideration and recommendations. The committee recommends that for the proposed amendment, the following substitute be adopted: Amend the 
Introduction of the P.E.O. Constitution, Article V, Jurisdiction, paragraph 2, by striking out the words “state chapter” and inserting the words “unified chapter” 
so that if adopted the paragraph would read: “Hereinafter the words “unified chapter” shall be used to designate state, provincial, or district chapter.”

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE P.E.O. CONSTITUTION
(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)

UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

1. Submitted by the Study and Research Committee
(page 12) Amend Introduction, Article V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 2 by striking out the words “state chapter” and inserting the words “unified chapter”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ 

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

Hereinafter the words “state chapter unified 
chapter” shall be used to designate state, 
provincial, or district chapter.

Hereinafter the words “unified chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would change the words “state chapter” to “unified chapter” to designate state chapter, provincial chapter, or district chapter.
RATIONALE: This change better reflects the nomenclature for all entities that are part of International Chapter.
NOTE: If adopted, the Constitution will be edited to use “unified chapter” where “state chapter” is currently used to designate “state, provincial or district chapter”. 

Submitted by the Study and Research Committee — Beth Linderman, Chairman; Karen Blair, Vice Chairman; Elizabeth 
McFarland; Christine Ankeney; Judith French; Karen Leftwich

INTRODUCTION  
TO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
Publication of amendments to International documents in The P.E.O. Record constitutes advance notice as required by the 
Constitution of the P.E.O. Sisterhood. The amendments are presented in a three column format which gives current wording, 
proposed changes and wording if adopted. Underlined words are inserted or added and words that have a line through them 
are struck out.

Chapters and individuals are encouraged to thoughtfully consider the merits of each amendment. The voting members of 
convention should wait until after hearing debate at convention to decide how they will vote on each amendment. The goal of 
the members of convention should be to come well prepared and contribute to the expeditious handling of the amendments 
at convention.

The following amendments were in the hands of the chairman of the Study and Research (S&R) Committee by the deadline 
specified in the Constitution and have successfully completed the steps required to be debated and voted upon at the 2021 
Convention of International Chapter.

Key to Presentation of Amendments in Groups
AS A WHOLE: tend to be a main objective amendment with conforming amendments; discussed as a group;  
cannot be divided; single vote adopts/defeats entire group. 

SERIATIM: series of amendments that are closely related, each dependent upon adoption of the other; separate 
discussion on each, then closing discussion as a group; cannot be divided; single vote adopts/defeats entire group.

AS A BLOCK: unrelated amendments, “housekeeping” in nature; no discussion; single vote adopts/defeats entire 
block; requests for information allowed; member can request item be pulled for separate discussion and vote.       
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(Voting order may change)

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE INTRODUCTION TO  
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

At 2019 Convention of International Chapter the following amendment was referred by motion adopted to the Study and Research Committee  
for review, recommendation and reporting at 2021 Convention of International Chapter. The amendment is brought back for consideration.

2019 A-2. SUBMITTED BY ALBERTA-SASKATCHEWAN PROVINCIAL CHAPTER AND NORTH CAROLINA STATE CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend CONSTITUTION, Introduction, ARTICLE V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 2 by striking out the words “Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall 
be used to designate state, provincial, or district chapter.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would eliminate the designation of “state chapter” for state chapter, provincial chapter, or district chapter.
RATIONALE: This change better reflects the nomenclature used in the different countries that are part of the International Chapter.
NOTE: If adopted, the Executive Board of International Chapter will edit the Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood to identify 
state, provincial and/or district chapters where applicable.

The Report of the Study and Research Committee is published in this edition of The Record and will be presented at Convention. It is the 
recommendation of the Committee to amend by substitution amendment 2019 A-2 with the following proposed amendment. This proposed 

amendment will be considered first as a substitute for the above and, if it is not adopted, then consideration and vote will take place on 2019 A-2. 

SUBMITTED BY THE STUDY AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE
(page 12) Amend CONSTITUTION, Introduction, ARTICLE V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 2 by striking out the words “state chapter” and inserting the words 
“unified chapter”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

Hereinafter the words “state chapter unified 
chapter” shall be used to designate state, 
provincial, or district chapter.

Hereinafter the words “unified chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would change the words “state chapter” to “unified chapter” to designate state chapter, provincial chapter, or district chapter.
RATIONALE: This change better reflects the nomenclature for all entities that are part of International Chapter.
NOTE: If adopted, the Constitution will be edited to use “unified chapter” where “state chapter” is currently used to designate “state, provincial or district chapter”. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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The following proposed amendment will be considered if 2019 A-2 is not adopted.  
If 2019 A-2 is adopted, then the wording proposed by this amendment is no longer in the Constitution.

A-1. SUBMITTED BY MANITOBA-NORTHWEST ONTARIO PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend CONSTITUTION, Introduction, ARTICLE V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 2, by striking out the word “state” preceding the word “chapter” and 
inserting the designation “s/p/d”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter. 

Hereinafter the words state “s/p/d chapter” shall 
be used to designate state, provincial or district 
chapter.

Hereinafter the words “s/p/d chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would change from state to s/p/d the generic designation for all state, provincial and district chapters. 
RATIONALE: Reflects more inclusivity and respect towards provincial and district chapters.
NOTE: If adopted, the Constitution will be edited to read “s/p/d” where appropriate.

The following proposed amendment is the same as 2019 A-2 and it will only be considered if 2019 A-2 is withdrawn.  
If a vote is taken on 2019 A-2, a governing body cannot be asked to decide the same question twice during meetings in the same session.

A-2. SUBMITTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER AND ONTARIO-QUEBEC PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend CONSTITUTION, Introduction, ARTICLE V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 2 by striking out the words “Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall 
be used to designate state, provincial, or district chapter.” 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

Hereinafter the words “state chapter” shall be 
used to designate state, provincial, or district 
chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would eliminate the designation of “state chapter” for state chapter, provincial chapter, or district chapter.
RATIONALE: This change better reflects the nomenclature used in the different countries that are part of the International Chapter.
NOTE: If adopted, the Executive Board of International Chapter will edit the Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood to identify 
state, provincial and/or district chapters where applicable.

A-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend CONSTITUTION, Introduction, ARTICLE V, JURISDICTION, paragraph 3, sentence 1, by striking out the word “subordinate” and inserting the 
word “non-chartered”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Hereinafter the words “chapters in subordinate 
territory” shall be used to designate local 
chapters in territory where there is no state 
chapter. Such chapters shall be under the 
jurisdiction of International Chapter.

Hereinafter the words “chapters in subordinate 
non-chartered territory” shall be used to 
designate local chapters in territory where  
there is no state chapter. Such chapters shall  
be under the jurisdiction of International Chapter.

Hereinafter the words “chapters in non-
chartered territory” shall be used to designate 
local chapters in territory where there is no  
state chapter. Such chapters shall be under  
the jurisdiction of International Chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would change the word “subordinate” to “non-chartered” to designate territory where there is no state chapter. 
RATIONALE: Uses neutral language to describe chapters in territories where there are no state, provincial or district chapters. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART I OF THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
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B-1. SUBMITTED BY MANITOBA-NORTHWEST ONTARIO PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 16) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE V, NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS, Sec. 4 – NOMINATION OF OFFICERS, paragraph 1, sentence 3 by striking 
out the word “chairman” and inserting the word “chair”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

The chairman shall be named by the president 
and approved by the executive board. 

The chairman chair shall be named by the 
president and approved by the executive board.

The chair shall be named by the president  
and approved by the executive board.

EXPLANATION: Would change the title of chairman to chair. 
RATIONALE: “Chair” is a non-gender term.
NOTE: If adopted, all references to the word “chairman” or “chairmen” will be replaced with “chair” or “chairs” to conform in the Constitution, Bylaws, 
Standing Rules and Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Ceremony of Initiation and Ceremony of Installation.

THE FOLLOWING THREE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A BLOCK – THE BLOCK WILL BE VOTED UPON AS ONE WITHOUT DISCUSSION

B-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 18) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE VI – THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, Sec. 8 – WAR EMERGENCY AUTHORITY, by striking out the word “war” and 
inserting the word “public” in the section title and sentence one.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 8 – WAR EMERGENCY AUTHORITY. The 
Executive Board of International Chapter shall 
have authority during a war emergency to make 
any rules and regulations deemed necessary or 
advisable in the conduct of the affairs of local, 
state, or International chapters, even though in 
conflict with the existing Constitution, Bylaws 
and Standing Rules governing the Sisterhood.

Sec. 8 – WAR PUBLIC EMERGENCY AUTHORITY. 
The Executive Board of International Chapter 
shall have authority during a war public 
emergency to make any rules and regulations 
deemed necessary or advisable in the conduct 
of the affairs of local, state, or International 
chapters, even though in conflict with the 
existing Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules 
governing the Sisterhood.

Sec. 8 – PUBLIC EMERGENCY AUTHORITY. The 
Executive Board of International Chapter shall 
have authority during a public emergency 
to make any rules and regulations deemed 
necessary or advisable in the conduct of the 
affairs of local, state or International chapters, 
even though in conflict with the existing 
Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules 
governing the Sisterhood.

EXPLANATION: Would change reference to the emergency authority granted the Executive Board of International Chapter from “war” to that of an 
emergency affecting the public. 
RATIONALE: An emergency affecting the people, as a whole, is beyond the standard definition of war, even with contemporary references as “war on 
disease,” “war on drugs,” “war on poverty,” etc., and this updated wording would more clearly broaden the definition of an emergency to be inclusive  
of that which is a threat to the health and safety of the public. 

B-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 19) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE VII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – PRESIDENT, paragraph 6, by striking out the last sentence.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

No two members of a board or committee shall 
be residents of the same state.

No two members of a board or committee shall 
be residents of the same state.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the restriction that members appointed to an International board of trustees or committee are not residents of the same state.
RATIONALE: Allows for continued service by board or committee members in the event of relocation.
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B-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 20) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE VII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 4 – VICE PRESIDENTS, paragraph 3 by striking out the words “or physical 
disability”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 4 – VICE PRESIDENTS. The duties of the first 
vice president shall be:
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 4 – VICE PRESIDENTS. 
The duties of the first vice president shall be:
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 4 – VICE PRESIDENTS. 
The duties of the first vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
of the president.

EXPLANATION: Would remove physical disability as a specified cause for the first vice president to act in the absence of the president.
RATIONALE: Clarifies that a physical disability does not prevent an officer from serving International Chapter. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART II OF THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
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THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE 

C-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER  
(page 26) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part II, ARTICLE III – CONVENTION OF STATE CHAPTER, Sec. 4 – PLACE, by inserting the word “/FORMAT” after the word 
“PLACE” where it appears, and by adding a new paragraph 2.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 4 – PLACE. The state chapter bylaws shall 
make provision for determining the place of 
convention and for any change by reason of 
emergency.

Sec. 4 – PLACE/FORMAT. The state chapter 
bylaws shall make provision for determining  
the place/format of convention and for any 
change by reason of emergency.
As determined by the executive board of the 
state chapter, the convention may be conducted 
through the use of Internet meeting services, 
with the consent of and governed by the rules 
and policies for electronic meetings adopted by 
the Executive Board of International Chapter.

Sec. 4 – PLACE/FORMAT. The state chapter 
bylaws shall make provision for determining  
the place/format of convention and for any 
change by reason of emergency.
As determined by the executive board of the 
state chapter, the convention may be conducted 
through use of Internet meeting services, with 
the consent of and governed by the rules and 
policies for electronic meetings adopted by the 
Executive Board of International Chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would allow convention of state chapter to be held virtually as determined by the executive board of state chapter, with consent of and in 
accordance with rules and policies adopted by the Executive Board of International Chapter.
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C-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 27) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part II, ARTICLE IV – VOTING, Sec. 3 – METHOD, by adding a new paragraph 2. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – METHOD. The ayes and nays on a 
question shall be expressed by the words pro 
and con. All questions pertaining to dues shall 
be voted upon by written ballot or by electronic 
voting equipment such method to be determined 
by the executive board of state chapter.

Sec. 3 – METHOD. The ayes and nays on a 
question shall be expressed by the words pro 
and con. All questions pertaining to dues shall 
be voted upon by written ballot or by electronic 
voting equipment such method to be determined 
by the executive board of state chapter. In the 
event of a virtual convention of the state chapter, 
an anonymous vote conducted through the 
designated Internet meeting service shall  
fulfill any requirement that a vote be conducted 
by ballot.

Sec. 3 – METHOD. The ayes and nays on a 
question shall be expressed by the words pro 
and con. All questions pertaining to dues shall 
be voted upon by written ballot or by electronic 
voting equipment such method to be determined 
by the executive board of state chapter. In the 
event of a virtual convention of the state chapter, 
an anonymous vote conducted through the 
designated Internet meeting service shall  
fulfill any requirement that a vote be conducted 
by ballot.

EXPLANATION: Would stipulate that voting in a virtual convention of a state, provincial or district chapter be conducted anonymously through the internet 
meeting service for ballot votes.
RATIONALE: Allows a state, provincial or district convention and related written ballots to be accomplished through a virtual convention.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

C-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 31) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part II, ARTICLE VIII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT, paragraph 3 by striking out the words “or physical 
disability”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be:
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
of the president.

EXPLANATION: Would remove physical disability as a specified cause for the vice president to act in the absence of the president.
RATIONALE: Clarifies that a physical disability does not prevent an officer from serving a state, provincial or district chapter.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PART III OF THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

D-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 36) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE I, FORMATION, Sec. 2 – PETITION by striking out paragraph 2; in paragraphs 3 and 4 by striking out the 
words “select the charter list” and inserting the words “organize a new chapter”; and by striking out Sec. 3 – CONSENT TO SELECT A CHARTER LIST and 
inserting a new Sec. 3 – PROPOSING A NEW CHAPTER. 
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D-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER (continued...)

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 2 – PETITION.
… 
Unless three-fourths of the petitioners are 
transferring members, three-fourths shall 
be residents of the city or town in which 
the chapter is to be located or another 
community close enough to the city or town 
to permit regular attendance at chapter 
meetings.
Each charter initiate in a chapter amenable 
to a state chapter shall have three letters of 
recommendation. The member given consent 
to select the charter list shall arrange for 
members to recommend the charter initiates. 
The letters of recommendation shall be sent 
to the organizer.
Each charter initiate in a chapter in 
subordinate territory shall have letters 
of recommendation as required by the 
Executive Board of International Chapter.  
The member given consent to select the 
charter list shall arrange for members  
to recommend the charter initiates. The  
letters of recommendation shall be sent  
to the organizer.
…
Sec. 3 – CONSENT TO SELECT A CHARTER 
LIST. A member desiring to select a charter 
list for a new chapter must secure the 
consent of her chapter. A woman, not a P.E.O., 
desiring to select a charter list for a new 
chapter shall be recommended by three 
active members who shall have secured 
the consent of their chapters to make such 
recommendation. These letters shall be 
considered her letters of recommendation 
for membership. the request to select a 
charter list or to recommend one who is not 
a member to select a charter list shall be 
presented at a regular business meeting and 
shall be voted upon by written ballot at the 
next regular business meeting. A majority 
vote of members present shall grant the 
request.
The proper form for reporting such action 
shall be sent to the organizer and the 
member notified of the action taken.
If the proposed chapter is not organized 
within two years after the consent to select 
the charter list has been granted, that 
consent shall be null and void.

Sec. 2 – PETITION.
… 
Unless three-fourths of the petitioners are transferring 
members, three-fourths shall be residents of the city or 
town in which the chapter is to be located or another 
community close enough to the city or town to permit 
regular attendance at chapter meetings.
Each charter initiate in a chapter amenable to a state 
chapter shall have three letters of recommendation. The 
member given consent to select the charter list organize 
a new chapter shall arrange for members to recommend 
the charter initiates. The letters of recommendation 
shall be sent to the organizer.
Each charter initiate in a chapter in subordinate territory 
shall have letters of recommendation as required by the 
Executive Board of International Chapter. The member 
given consent to select the charter list organize a new 
chapter shall arrange for members to recommend the 
charter initiates. The letters of recommendation shall be 
sent to the organizer.
…
Sec. 3 – CONSENT TO SELECT A CHARTER LIST. A member 
desiring to select a charter list for a new chapter must 
secure the consent of her chapter. A woman, not a P.E.O., 
desiring to select a charter list for a new chapter shall be 
recommended by three active members who shall have 
secured the consent of their chapters to make such 
recommendation. These letters shall be considered her 
letters of recommendation for membership. the request 
to select a charter list or to recommend one who is not 
a member to select a charter list shall be presented at 
a regular business meeting and shall be voted upon 
by written ballot at the next regular business meeting. 
A majority vote of members present shall grant the 
request.
The proper form for reporting such action shall be sent 
to the organizer and the member notified of the action 
taken.
If the proposed chapter is not organized within two 
years after the consent to select the charter list has 
been granted, that consent shall be null and void.
Sec. 3 – PROPOSING A NEW CHAPTER. A member or a 
woman not a P.E.O. desiring to organize a new chapter 
must secure the consent of the organizer in the state of 
the proposed chapter’s location, or from the organizer 
of International Chapter for a proposed chapter in 
subordinate territory.
If the proposed chapter is not organized within two 
years after securing the consent from the organizer,  
the consent, if not extended by the organizer, shall be 
null and void.

Sec. 2 – PETITION.
…
Each charter initiate in a chapter amenable 
to a state chapter shall have three letters of 
recommendation. The member given consent 
to organize a new chapter shall arrange for 
members to recommend the charter initiates. 
The letters of recommendation shall be sent 
to the organizer.
Each charter initiate in a chapter in 
subordinate territory shall have letters 
of recommendation as required by the 
Executive Board of International Chapter.  
The member given consent to organize a 
new chapter shall arrange for members  
to recommend the charter initiates. The 
letters of recommendation shall be sent  
to the organizer.
…
Sec. 3 – PROPOSING A NEW CHAPTER. A 
member or a woman not a P.E.O. desiring 
to organize a new chapter must secure 
the consent of the organizer in the state of 
the proposed chapter’s location, or from 
the organizer of International Chapter for a 
proposed chapter in subordinate territory.
If the proposed chapter is not organized 
within two years after securing the consent 
from the organizer, the consent, if not 
extended by the organizer, shall be null  
and void.

EXPLANATION: Would change the process for Consent to Select a Charter List by a local chapter to Proposing a New Chapter with consent of the organizer 
and would remove the three-fourths residency requirement for petitioners if three-fourths are not transferring members. 
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D-1(a). CONFORMING AMENDMENT    
SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 8) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #8. REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, by striking out paragraph 2.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT. The request(s) for consent read 
under correspondence will be voted upon at  
our next meeting.

PRESIDENT. The request(s) for consent read 
under correspondence will be voted upon at  
our next meeting.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the instruction for the president to read the consent under correspondence and announce voting to follow at the next 
meeting.
RATIONALE: Tasks the organizer with facilitating the organization of new chapters in her respective state, provincial or district chapter and simplifies  
the work of the local chapter. (See Part II, ARTICLE VIII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 4, ORGANIZER, paragraph 4.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

D-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 39) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE II, LOCAL CHAPTERS, Sec. 3 – OFFICERS by inserting the word “and” following the word “treasurer” and by 
striking out the words “and guard.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – OFFICERS. The officers of a chapter shall 
be president, vice president, recording secretary, 
corresponding secretary, treasurer, chaplain and 
guard.

Sec. 3 – OFFICERS. The officers of a chapter shall 
be president, vice president, recording secretary, 
corresponding secretary, treasurer, and chaplain 
and guard.

Sec. 3 – OFFICERS. The officers of a chapter shall 
be president, vice president, recording secretary, 
corresponding secretary, treasurer and chaplain.

PROVISO: The reduction of local chapter officers (from seven to six) will take effect with elections in 2022 by not electing a guard and reassigning her 
duties as directed.
PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would reduce the number of local chapter officers from 7 to 6 by removing the office of guard.
RATIONALE: Eliminating the office of guard simplifies the work of the local chapter.
NOTE: If adopted, for the Ceremony of Initiation a guard will be appointed by the president, along with other officer appointments prior to the Ceremony  
of Initiation; and the Ceremony of Installation will be adapted to conform. 

D-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 44) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS by striking out Sec. 8 – GUARD.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 8 – GUARD. The duties of the guard shall be:
To see that the rooms are in order for a business 
meeting.
To exclude children, excepting infants, from 
chapter business meetings and from rehearsal 
for initiation.
To perform other duties as specified in the 
President’s Book.

Sec. 8 – GUARD. The duties of the guard shall be:
To see that the rooms are in order for a business 
meeting.
To exclude children, excepting infants, from 
chapter business meetings and from rehearsal 
for initiation.
To perform other duties as specified in the 
President’s Book.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted. 
EXPLANATION: Would remove the duties of the guard.
NOTE: If adopted, the explanation for the responsibility of rooms being in order will be moved to Instructions to Officers of Local Chapters. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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D-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 39) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE III, Meetings, Sec. 1 – NUMBER by striking out the section title and paragraph 1 and inserting a new 
section title and paragraph 1; by striking out the word “business” before the word “meeting” where it appears; and by striking out Sec. 2 – REGULAR 
BUSINESS and Sec. 3 – REGULAR SOCIAL. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 1 – NUMBER. The meetings of a local chapter 
shall be fifteen in number each year. Twelve 
meetings shall be regular business meetings 
and three meetings may be either regular 
business or regular social at the discretion  
of the local chapter.
If the date of a regular business meeting falls on 
a holiday, the meeting may be held on that date, 
or on the date specified in the chapter bylaws 
for each exception, provided each exception is 
scheduled in the chapter yearbook. A meeting 
called for the purpose of an official visit by the 
organizer or her proxy may be considered a 
regular business meeting. 
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular business meetings.
Sec. 2 – REGULAR BUSINESS. The day of regular 
business meetings shall be specified in the 
chapter bylaws and indicated in the yearbook. 
The hour of regular business meetings shall be 
specified in the standing rules and indicated in 
the yearbook.
Sec. 3 – REGULAR SOCIAL. The day and hour  
of regular social meetings shall be specified  
in the yearbook.

Sec. 1 – NUMBER. The meetings of a local chapter 
shall be fifteen in number each year. Twelve 
meetings shall be regular business meetings 
and three meetings may be either regular 
business or regular social at the discretion  
of the local chapter.
Sec. 1 – REGULAR. The regular meetings of a local 
chapter shall be twelve in number each year. The 
day of regular meetings shall be specified in the 
chapter bylaws and indicated in the yearbook. 
The time of regular meetings shall be specified in 
the standing rules and indicated in the yearbook.
If the date of a regular business meeting falls on 
a holiday, the meeting may be held on that date, 
or on the date specified in the chapter bylaws 
for each exception, provided each exception is 
scheduled in the chapter yearbook. A meeting 
called for the purpose of an official visit by the 
organizer or her proxy may be considered a 
regular business meeting.
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular business meetings.
Sec. 2 – REGULAR BUSINESS. The day of regular 
business meetings shall be specified in the 
chapter bylaws and indicated in the yearbook. 
The hour of regular business meetings shall be 
specified in the standing rules and indicated in 
the yearbook.
Sec. 3 – REGULAR SOCIAL. The day and hour  
of regular social meetings shall be specified  
in the yearbook.

Sec. 1 – REGULAR. The regular meetings of a local 
chapter shall be twelve in number each year. The 
day of regular meetings shall be specified in the 
chapter bylaws and indicated in the yearbook. 
The time of regular meetings shall be specified in 
the standing rules and indicated in the yearbook.
If the date of a regular meeting falls on a holiday, 
the meeting may be held on that date, or on the 
date specified in the chapter bylaws for each 
exception, provided each exception is scheduled 
in the chapter yearbook. A meeting called for the 
purpose of an official visit by the organizer, or her 
proxy, may be considered a regular meeting.
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular meetings.

 

PROVISO: The change in number of meetings from fifteen to twelve regular meetings will take effect when the chapter is scheduling its meetings for fiscal 
year beginning in 2022.  
EXPLANATION: Would reduce the number of required local chapter meetings from 15 to 12 and would eliminate regular social meetings, specifying that all 
are regular meetings for the transaction of business.
RATIONALE: Provides clarity and simplifies scheduling of local chapter meetings. 
NOTE: If adopted, all references in the Constitution and International documents to local chapter “regular business meetings” will be changed to conform 
to “regular meetings” and references to “regular social meetings” will be removed from International documents. 
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D-5. SUBMITTED BY ONTARIO-QUEBEC PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 44) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VI, MEMBERS BY INITIATION, by striking out Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS and inserting a new Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS. A woman recommended 
for membership in the Sisterhood must 
acknowledge her belief in God.

Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS. A woman recommended 
for membership in the Sisterhood must 
acknowledge her belief in God.
Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS. A woman recommended 
for membership in the Sisterhood must 
acknowledge her commitment to the Objects 
and Aims of the Sisterhood.

Sec. 1 – REQUIREMENTS. A woman recommended 
for membership in the Sisterhood must 
acknowledge her commitment to the Objects 
and Aims of the Sisterhood.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that a woman recommended for membership acknowledge her belief in God and would add the 
requirement that she acknowledge her commitment to the Objects and Aims of the Sisterhood. 
RATIONALE: The P.E.O. Sisterhood seeks to increase its membership to include women of all faiths.

D-6. SUBMITTED BY THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER, MASSACHUSETTS STATE CHAPTER AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF  
INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 44) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VI, MEMBERS BY INITIATION, Sec. 2 – ELIGIBILITY, sentence 1 by striking out the word “eighteen” and 
inserting the word “seventeen”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ 

Sec. 2 – ELIGIBILITY. A woman shall be eligible for 
membership in the P.E.O. Sisterhood if at the time 
of presentation of her name she has attained the 
age of eighteen years. 

Sec. 2 – ELIGIBILITY. A woman shall be eligible for 
membership in the P.E.O. Sisterhood if at the time 
of presentation of her name she has attained the 
age of eighteen seventeen years. 

Sec. 2 – ELIGIBILITY. A woman shall be eligible for 
membership in the P.E.O. Sisterhood if at the time 
of presentation of her name she has attained the 
age of seventeen years. 

EXPLANATION: Would decrease the eligibility age of a prospective member from eighteen to seventeen years. 
RATIONALE: Increases the number of women eligible for membership. 

D-7. SUBMITTED BY NORTH CAROLINA STATE CHAPTER      
(page 44) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VI, MEMBERS BY INITIATION, by inserting a new Sec. 3 – CHAPTER VISITATION. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

 Sec. 3 – CHAPTER VISITATION.
A prospective member may be invited, with 
prior consent of the chapter president, to attend 
a regular meeting of the chapter, excluding 
business of membership: the Ceremony of 
Initiation, and the presenting, sponsoring, 
proposing and balloting on a name.

Sec. 3 – CHAPTER VISITATION. 
A prospective member may be invited, with 
prior consent of the chapter president, to attend 
a regular meeting of the chapter, excluding 
business of membership: the Ceremony of 
Initiation, and the presenting, sponsoring, 
proposing and balloting on a name.

EXPLANATION: Would add to the article on members by initiation the ability to allow prospective members to attend a local chapter meeting before being 
invited to join P.E.O., with the exception of items of business for the Ceremony of Initiation and presenting, sponsoring, proposing and balloting on a name.
RATIONALE: This provides the same opportunity for prospective members to see how the business of a P.E.O. chapter meeting is run that is provided to  
a charter initiate before accepting the invitation to join the chapter. 
NOTE: If adopted, the Executive Board of International Chapter will edit the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting to conform.
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THE FOLLOWING THREE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE 

D-8. SUBMITTED BY MARYLAND STATE CHAPTER
(page 46) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VII, THE EMBLEM, by striking out Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER, and inserting a new Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. An emblem is lent 
to each member of the Sisterhood for her sole 
use as long as she is an active member. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall be 
engraved on the reverse side. All such emblems 
are the property of the Sisterhood. An emblem 
lent to one who is not a member shall be 
forfeited and returned to the chapter. 

Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. An emblem is lent 
to each member of the Sisterhood for her sole 
use as long as she is an active member. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall be 
engraved on the reverse side. All such emblems 
are the property of the Sisterhood. 
An emblem lent to one who is not a member 
shall be forfeited and returned to the chapter.
Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. An emblem is provided 
to each member of the Sisterhood. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall  
be engraved on the reverse side.

Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. An emblem is provided 
to each member of the Sisterhood. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall  
be engraved on the reverse side.

EXPLANATION: Would change the ownership of the emblem from the Sisterhood to the individual member and not require the emblem to be returned if 
she is no longer an active member. 

D-9. SUBMITTED BY MARYLAND STATE CHAPTER
(page 46) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VII, THE EMBLEM, by striking out Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER and Sec. 4 – EXPELLED MEMBER in their entirety. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER.
The emblem of an inactive member shall be 
secured immediately by the president and 
returned to the chapter. An inactive sister whose 
non-payment of dues is a result of physical or 
emotional health may retain her emblem until 
her death. If an inactive member is reinstated 
within three years, her emblem shall be 
returned to her; otherwise, it shall be sent by 
the president to the P.E.O. Supply Department. A 
member reinstated after three years shall be lent 
a new emblem.
An inactive member of a disbanded chapter shall 
deposit her emblem with the president of the 
state (or international) chapter.
The official form may be used to secure the 
emblem from an inactive member. 
Sec. 4 – EXPELLED MEMBER.
An expelled member shall deposit her emblem 
with her chapter. If the emblem has been lost, 
she shall reimburse the chapter.

Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER.
The emblem of an inactive member shall be 
secured immediately by the president and 
returned to the chapter. An inactive sister whose 
non-payment of dues is a result of physical or 
emotional health may retain her emblem until 
her death. If an inactive member is reinstated 
within three years, her emblem shall be returned 
to her; otherwise it shall be sent by the president 
to the P.E.O. Supply Department. A member 
reinstated after three years shall be lent a new 
emblem.
An inactive member of a disbanded chapter shall 
deposit her emblem with the president of the 
state (or international) chapter.
The official form may be used to secure the 
emblem from an inactive member.
Sec. 4 – EXPELLED MEMBER.
An expelled member shall deposit her emblem 
with her chapter. If the emblem has been lost, 
she shall reimburse the chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that the president secure the emblem of an inactive member or expelled member. 
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D-10. SUBMITTED BY MARYLAND STATE CHAPTER
(page 46) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VII, THE EMBLEM, by striking out Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER and inserting a new Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER. The emblem may 
be buried with a deceased member, or the 
president shall secure and return it to the P.E.O. 
Supply Department. The official form may be 
used to secure the emblem.

Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER. The emblem may 
be buried with a deceased member, or the 
president shall secure and return it to the P.E.O. 
Supply Department. The official form may be 
used to secure the emblem.
Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER. The emblem  
may be buried with a deceased member  
or remain with her family, or be returned  
to the chapter president to be sent to the  
P.E.O. Supply Department.

Sec. 5 – DECEASED MEMBER. The emblem  
may be buried with a deceased member  
or remain with her family, or be returned  
to the chapter president to be sent to the  
P.E.O. Supply Department.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that the president secure the emblem of a deceased member if not buried with her and would add that  
the emblem may remain with her family.
RATIONALE: Ownership of the emblem by the individual member simplifies processes. 
NOTE: If these amendments are adopted the following will be written to conform: Sections in Article VII will be renumbered; Article VIII, Sec. 4, will have  
the parenthetical note at the end removed; Article IX, Sec. 3, the last sentence will be adapted by adding the words “if needed”; and the Ceremony of 
Initiation, page 10, Part III, paragraph 3, treasurer’s part will be removed.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

D-11. SUBMITTED BY INDIANA STATE CHAPTER
(page 46) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VII, Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER, by striking out the word “ACTIVE” in the title and inserting the word 
“LIVING”; by striking out the words “an active member” and inserting the words “a living member” in sentence 1 and by striking out sentence 4. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 2 – ACTIVE MEMBER. An emblem is lent 
to each member of the Sisterhood for her sole 
use as long as she is an active member. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall be 
engraved on the reverse side. All such emblems 
are the property of the Sisterhood. An emblem 
lent to one who is not a member shall be 
forfeited and returned to the chapter.

Sec. 2 – ACTIVE LIVING MEMBER. An emblem is 
lent to each member of the Sisterhood for her 
sole use as long as she is an active member 
a living member. Name, chapter letter, state 
and year of initiation shall be engraved on the 
reverse side. All such emblems are the property 
of the Sisterhood. An emblem lent to one who is 
not a member shall be forfeited and returned to 
the chapter.

Sec. 2 – LIVING MEMBER. An emblem is lent to 
each member of the Sisterhood for her sole 
use as long as she is a living member. Name, 
chapter letter, state and year of initiation shall be 
engraved on the reverse side. All such emblems 
are the property of the Sisterhood. 

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that the emblem is lent to a member for her sole use as long as she is an active member and would 
stipulate that it is for her use as long as she is a living member; and would remove the requirement that an emblem lent to one who is no longer an active 
member be forfeited and returned to the chapter. 
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D-12. SUBMITTED BY INDIANA STATE CHAPTER
(page 46) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VII, by striking out Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER. The emblem of an 
inactive member shall be secured immediately 
by the president and returned to the chapter. 
An inactive sister whose non-payment of dues 
is a result of physical or emotional health may 
retain her emblem until her death. If an inactive 
member is reinstated within three years, her 
emblem shall be returned to her; otherwise, it 
shall be sent by the president to the P.E.O. Supply 
Department. A member reinstated after three 
years shall be lent a new emblem. 
An inactive member of a disbanded chapter shall 
deposit her emblem with the president of state 
(or International) chapter. 
The official form may be used to secure the 
emblem from an inactive member.

Sec. 3 – INACTIVE MEMBER. The emblem of an 
inactive member shall be secured immediately 
by the president and returned to the chapter. 
An inactive sister whose non-payment of dues 
is a result of physical or emotional health may 
retain her emblem until her death. If an inactive 
member is reinstated within three years, her 
emblem shall be returned to her; otherwise it 
shall be sent by the president to the P.E.O. Supply 
Department. A member reinstated after three 
years shall be lent a new emblem.
An inactive member of a disbanded chapter shall 
deposit her emblem with the president of state 
(or International) chapter.
The official form may be used to secure the 
emblem from an inactive member.

EXPLANATION: Would remove all provisions governing return of the emblem when a member becomes inactive. 
RATIONALE: Allowing an inactive sister to retain her emblem while she is living may remind her of the strong bonds of sisterhood and encourage her  
to reinstate her membership. 
NOTE: If these amendments are adopted Sec. 6 will be rewritten to conform.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

D-13. SUBMITTED BY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER
(page 47) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VIII, FINANCE, by inserting a new Sec. 4 – EMERITA.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 4 – EMERITA. A local chapter may, upon 
the favorable vote by voice of two-thirds of the 
chapter members present at a regular business 
meeting, confer Emerita status upon a current 
active resident member who is no longer able 
to fully participate in the life of her P.E.O. chapter. 
An Emerita member shall continue to be listed in 
the chapter yearbook, but would not be required 
to attend meetings or social gatherings or to 
serve as an officer or committee member. In 
granting Emerita status, the chapter agrees to 
pay International and state dues on behalf of the 
Emerita member and to waive payment of local 
dues, in recognition of her contribution to P.E.O. 
Emerita status shall be effective as of March 1 for 
a period of one year, subject to annual renewal. 
Notification of Emerita status shall be reported to 
the P.E.O. Executive Office.

Sec. 4 – EMERITA. A local chapter may, upon 
the favorable vote by voice of two-thirds of the 
chapter members present at a regular business 
meeting, confer Emerita status upon a current 
active resident member who is no longer able 
to fully participate in the life of her P.E.O. chapter. 
An Emerita member shall continue to be listed in 
the chapter yearbook, but would not be required 
to attend meetings or social gatherings or to 
serve as an officer or committee member. In 
granting Emerita status, the chapter agrees to 
pay International and state dues on behalf of the 
Emerita member and to waive payment of local 
dues, in recognition of her contribution to P.E.O. 
Emerita status shall be effective as of March 1 for 
a period of one year, subject to annual renewal. 
Notification of Emerita status shall be reported to 
the P.E.O. Executive Office.

EXPLANATION: Would create a new membership category, Emerita; would specify that Emerita status could be conferred by the chapter upon sisters  
who are unable to participate fully in chapter life; would require a two-thirds favorable voice vote to confer Emerita status, effective as of March 1 for a 
period of one year, subject to annual renewal; would require the local chapter to pay International and state dues on behalf of the Emerita member and  
to waive payment of local dues; and would stipulate that the chapter advise the Executive Board of International Chapter when conferring Emerita status.
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D-14. SUBMITTED BY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER
(page 39) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE II, LOCAL CHAPTERS, Sec. 2, MEMBERS, paragraph 3, by adding a new sentence. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

An active resident member shall be one who 
resides within the city or town in which the 
chapter is located, or at such a distance from the 
city or town as to make possible her attendance 
at regular meetings of the chapter, and shall 
have all privileges of the Sisterhood.

An active resident member shall be one who 
resides within the city or town in which the 
chapter is located, or at such a distance from the 
city or town as to make possible her attendance 
at regular meetings of the chapter, and shall 
have all privileges of the Sisterhood. An active 
resident member includes one upon whom 
Emerita status has been duly conferred.  
(See Part III, Art. VIII, Sec. 4.)

An active resident member shall be one who 
resides within the city or town in which the 
chapter is located, or at such a distance from the 
city or town as to make possible her attendance 
at regular meetings of the chapter, and shall 
have all privileges of the Sisterhood. An active 
resident member includes one upon whom 
Emerita status has been duly conferred.  
(See Part III, Art. VIII, Sec. 4.)

EXPLANATION: Would stipulate that the designation active resident member includes one upon whom the chapter has conferred Emerita status.
RATIONALE: Offers financial relief to a sister who is unable to participate fully, recognizing her contributions to the Sisterhood, while providing for the 
payment of state and International dues.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

D-15. SUBMITTED BY OREGON STATE CHAPTER. CO-SPONSORED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER IF AMENDMENT H-2  
IS ADOPTED.
(page 42) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 4 – RECORDING SECRETARY, by inserting new paragraph 3.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 4 – RECORDING SECRETARY. The duties  
of the recording secretary shall be:
To keep a record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the chapter and to authenticate 
same by her signature.
To read all papers not correspondence.
To record answers pro and con when a vote  
is taken by roll call.
To sign official forms as required.
To send in March as instructed by the state 
executive board (or International Chapter) a  
copy of the local chapter bylaws (and standing 
rules) only if they have been amended during  
the fiscal year.

Sec. 4 – RECORDING SECRETARY. The duties  
of the recording secretary shall be:
To keep a record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the chapter and to authenticate 
same by her signature.
To distribute, if provided for in the chapter 
bylaws, a draft of the meeting minutes by email 
or postal service to all chapter members before 
the next regular business or special meeting. 
To read all papers not correspondence.
To record answers pro and con when a vote  
is taken by roll call.
To sign official forms as required.
To send in March as instructed by the state 
executive board (or International Chapter) a  
copy of the local chapter bylaws (and standing 
rules) only if they have been amended during  
the fiscal year.

Sec. 4 – RECORDING SECRETARY. The duties  
of the recording secretary shall be:
To keep a record of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the chapter and to authenticate 
same by her signature.
To distribute, if provided for in the chapter 
bylaws, a draft of the meeting minutes by email 
or postal service to all chapter members before 
the next regular business or special meeting. 
To read all papers not correspondence.
To record answers pro and con when a vote  
is taken by roll call.
To sign official forms as required.
To send in March as instructed by the state 
executive board (or International Chapter) a  
copy of the local chapter bylaws (and standing 
rules) only if they have been amended during  
the fiscal year.

EXPLANATION: Would add to the duties of the recording secretary the option, if provided for in the chapter bylaws, to distribute draft minutes to all 
chapter members before the next regular business or special meeting.



WWW.PEOINTERNATIONAL.ORG July–August 2021 | THE P.E.O. RECORD 47        

PROPOSED|amendments

D-15(A). CONFORMING AMENDMENT  
SUBMITTED BY OREGON STATE CHAPTER. CO-SPONSORED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER IF AMENDMENT H-2 IS ADOPTED.
(page 5) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #5 – READING OF MINUTES, by adding optional wording in two new paragraphs. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the minutes 
of the last meeting(s).
PRESIDENT: Are there corrections to the minutes?
If none: 
There being none, the minutes stand approved 
as read.
If corrected: 
The minutes stand approved as corrected.

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the minutes 
of the last meeting(s).
PRESIDENT: Are there corrections to the minutes?
If none: 
There being none, the minutes stand approved 
as read.
If corrected: 
The minutes stand approved as corrected.

OR Optional wording per chapter bylaws:

PRESIDENT: The draft minutes of the last 
meeting(s) were sent to you by email or postal 
service, and, without objection, the minutes will 
not be read.
PRESIDENT: Are there corrections to the minutes?
If none: 
There being none, the minutes stand approved  
as written.
If corrected: 
The minutes stand approved as corrected.

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the minutes 
of the last meeting(s).
PRESIDENT: Are there corrections to the minutes?
If none: 
There being none, the minutes stand approved 
as read.
If corrected: 
The minutes stand approved as corrected.

OR Optional wording per chapter bylaws:

PRESIDENT: The draft minutes of the last 
meeting(s) were sent to you by email or postal 
service, and, without objection, the minutes will 
not be read.
PRESIDENT: Are there corrections to the minutes?
If none: 
There being none, the minutes stand approved  
as written.
If corrected: 
The minutes stand approved as corrected.

EXPLANATION: Would provide optional wording for the president to process approval of the minutes if the chapter bylaws allow distribution to the 
members prior to the meeting and, without objection, the minutes would not be read.
RATIONALE: If draft minutes are sent to members prior to a meeting, members would have the opportunity to review them ahead of time, potentially 
streamlining the business meeting.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOLLOWING SEVEN PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A BLOCK – THE BLOCK WILL BE VOTED UPON AS ONE WITHOUT DISCUSSION

D-16. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 40) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE III, MEETINGS, Sec. 7 – OFFICIAL VISIT, paragraph 2, sentence 1 by striking out the period and inserting  
the word “and” and in sentence 2, by striking out the word “All” and by striking out the words “examination and correction” and inserting the word “review”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

At the discretion of the organizer, and with 
due notice given, the exemplification of the 
Procedure for the P.E.O. Chapter Meeting and 
Ceremony of Initiation may be required at an 
official visit meeting. All books, supplies, bylaws 
and reports shall be presented for examination 
and correction.

At the discretion of the organizer, and with 
due notice given, the exemplification of the 
Procedure for the P.E.O. Chapter Meeting and 
Ceremony of Initiation may be required at an 
official visit meeting. and All books, supplies, 
bylaws and reports shall be presented for 
examination and correction review.

At the discretion of the organizer, and with 
due notice given, the exemplification of the 
Procedure for the P.E.O. Chapter Meeting and 
Ceremony of Initiation may be required at an 
official visit meeting and books, supplies, bylaws 
and reports shall be presented for review.

EXPLANATION: Would provide that the organizer has discretion to determine which books, supplies, bylaws and reports shall be presented for review at 
an official visit and removes the requirement that they be examined and corrected.
RATIONALE: Provides flexibility when the organizer conducts an official visit. 
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D-17. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 42) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT paragraph 3 by striking out the words “or physical disability”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
or physical disability of the president.

Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT.
The duties of the vice president shall be: 
…
To act as president in case of absence  
of the president.

EXPLANATION: Would remove physical disability as a specified cause for the vice president to act in the absence of the president.
RATIONALE: Clarifies that a physical disability does not prevent an officer from serving a local chapter.

D-18. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 42) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – VICE PRESIDENT by adding a new paragraph.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

To perform duties as specified in the Procedure 
for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting

To perform duties as specified in the Procedure 
for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting

EXPLANATION: Would direct that the vice president performs duties as specified in the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting.
RATIONALE: Identifies a source containing specific duties for the vice president.

D-19. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 42) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 5 – CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, by striking out paragraph 6; and by striking 
out paragraph 10 and inserting a new paragraph 10. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED IT WILL READ

Sec. 5 – CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. The duties 
of the corresponding secretary shall be:
To conduct the correspondence of the chapter.
To send Invitation to Membership.
To send Invitation to Transfer.
To deposit initiation fee with treasurer of chapter.
To act as correspondent to The P.E.O. Record.
To keep a complete record of the membership of 
the chapter.
…
To report the name and address of a member 
moving to another city to the state chapter 
organizer of the state in which the city is located, 
and to the president of each chapter in the city 
or to the contact person of the reciprocity group 
of which such chapters are a part. If the member 
is moving to subordinate territory, foreign area or 
college, her name and address shall be sent to 
the P.E.O. Executive Office.

Sec. 5 – CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. The duties 
of the corresponding secretary shall be:
To conduct the correspondence of the chapter.
To send Invitation to Membership.
To send Invitation to Transfer.
To deposit initiation fee with treasurer of chapter.
To act as correspondent to The P.E.O. Record.
To keep a complete record of the membership of 
the chapter.
…
To report the name and address of a member 
moving to another city to the state chapter 
organizer of the state in which the city is located, 
and to the president of each chapter in the city 
or to the contact person of the reciprocity group 
of which such chapters are a part. If the member 
is moving to subordinate territory, foreign area or 
college, her name and address shall be sent to 
the P.E.O. Executive Office.
To report to the P.E.O. Executive Office the name 
and contact information of a member moving.

Sec. 5 – CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. The duties 
of the corresponding secretary shall be:
To conduct the correspondence of the chapter.
To send Invitation to Membership.
To send Invitation to Transfer.
To deposit initiation fee with treasurer of chapter.
To keep a complete record of the membership of 
the chapter.
…
To report to the P.E.O. Executive Office the name 
and contact information of a member moving.

EXPLANATION: Would remove from the duties of the corresponding secretary to act as correspondent to The P.E.O. Record and change the duty of 
sending notice of member moving to multiple contacts to reporting the name and contact information of a member moving to the P.E.O. Executive Office.
RATIONALE: Simplifies the work of the corresponding secretary.
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D-20. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 44) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE V, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 9 – RETIRING OFFICERS, by striking out the words “with a list of same,  
for which she shall be given a receipt.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED IT WILL READ

Sec. 9 – RETIRING OFFICERS. Each officer 
upon expiration of her term shall deliver to her 
successor all papers and supplies of the office 
with a list of same, for which she shall be given 
a receipt.

Sec. 9 – RETIRING OFFICERS. Each officer upon 
expiration of her term shall deliver to her successor 
all papers and supplies of the office. with a list of 
same, for which she shall be given a receipt.

Sec. 9 – RETIRING OFFICERS. Each officer  
upon expiration of her term shall deliver  
to her successor all papers and supplies  
of the office.

EXPLANATION: Would remove from the duties of each retiring officer at the expiration of her term the requirement to create a list and obtain a receipt 
when delivering to her successor all papers and supplies of the office. 
RATIONALE: A receipt is not necessary when officers transfer their supplies and simplifies local chapter procedures. 

D-21. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 45) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VI, MEMBERS BY INITIATION, Sec. 10 – INITIATION, by striking out paragraph 1 and inserting a new paragraph 1. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 10 – INITIATION. The Ceremony of Initiation 
shall be memorized by each officer or her proxy, 
or at the discretion of the chapter, may be read 
from an officially printed booklet.

Sec. 10 – INITIATION. The Ceremony of Initiation 
shall be memorized by each officer or her proxy, or 
at the discretion of the chapter, may be read from 
an officially printed booklet.
At the discretion of the chapter, the Ceremony 
of Initiation may be memorized or read from an 
officially printed booklet by each officer or her proxy.

Sec. 10 – INITIATION. At the discretion of the 
chapter, the Ceremony of Initiation may be 
memorized or read from an officially printed 
booklet by each officer or her proxy.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that each officer or her proxy shall memorize the Ceremony of Initiation and provide that the Ceremony  
of Initiation may be memorized or read from an officially printed booklet.
RATIONALE: Provides flexibility for local chapters whose officers or proxies may be unable to memorize.

D-22. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 45) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE VI, MEMBERS BY INITIATION, Sec. 10 – INITIATION, by adding a new paragraph; Sec. 11 – RE-PRESENTATION 
OF NAME, paragraph 2, by adding a new sentence; and by striking out Sec. 12 – SIX-MONTH TIME PERIOD. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 12 – SIX MONTH TIME PERIOD. In all 
cases related to an invitation to membership, 
re-presentation of a name, and initiation of 
a candidate, the six-month time period shall 
include only those months in which a regular 
chapter meeting is held.

Sec. 10 – INITIATION…
In all cases related to an invitation to membership 
and initiation of a candidate, the six-month time 
period shall include only those months in which a 
regular chapter meeting is held.
Sec. 11 – RE-PRESENTATION OF NAME…
The six-month time period shall include only those 
months in which a regular chapter meeting is held.
Sec. 12 – SIX-MONTH TIME PERIOD. In all  
cases related to an invitation to membership,  
re-presentation of a name, and initiation of a 
candidate, the six-month time period shall include 
only those months in which a regular chapter 
meeting is held.

Sec. 10 – INITIATION…
In all cases related to an invitation to 
membership and initiation of a candidate,  
the six-month time period shall include only 
those months in which a regular chapter 
meeting is held.
Sec. 11 – RE-PRESENTATION OF NAME…
The six-month time period shall include only 
those months in which a regular chapter 
meeting is held.

EXPLANATION: Would move the separate section defining the six-month time period related to an invitation to membership, re-presentation of a name 
and initiation of a candidate, to be included in the applicable sections. 
RATIONALE: This is a housekeeping amendment to provide information within the sections to which it is applicable. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS OF  
INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

E-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 56) Amend BYLAWS, ARTICLE I – CONVENTIONS, Sec. 2 – PLACE by inserting the word “/FORMAT” following the word “PLACE” where it appears and by 
adding a new paragraph 2.

CURRENT 
WORDING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 2 – PLACE. 
The place 
of holding 
convention shall 
be determined 
by the executive 
board. Invitations 
by state chapters 
may be extended 
for consideration.

Sec. 2 – PLACE/FORMAT. The place/format of holding convention 
shall be determined by the executive board. Invitations by state 
chapters may be extended for consideration.
Convention may be conducted using a virtual format, and in 
a manner pursuant to which the members of convention with 
voting privileges have the opportunity to see, read or hear the 
proceedings substantially concurrent with the occurrences of 
the proceedings, contemporaneously vote on matters, pose 
questions and make comments; and be governed by such other 
rules and policies as may be adopted by the executive board.

Sec. 2 – PLACE/FORMAT. The place/format of holding convention 
shall be determined by the executive board. Invitations by state 
chapters may be extended for consideration.
Convention may be conducted using a virtual format, and in 
a manner pursuant to which the members of convention with 
voting privileges have the opportunity to see, read or hear the 
proceedings substantially concurrent with the occurrences of 
the proceedings, contemporaneously vote on matters, pose 
questions and make comments; and be governed by such other 
rules and policies as may be adopted by the executive board.

EXPLANATION: Would allow Convention of International Chapter to be held virtually at the discretion of the executive board and in accordance with its 
rules and policies adopted for electronic meetings.
RATIONALE: Gives the option of holding a virtual Convention of International Chapter and provides guidance for circumstances under which an 
emergency may prevent a convention from being held in person.

E-2. SUBMITTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE P.E.O. EDUCATIONAL LOAN FUND AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 62) Amend BYLAWS, ARTICLE VII, P.E.O. EDUCATIONAL LOAN FUND, Sec. 4 – ADMINISTRATION, sentence 1, by striking out the word “five” and inserting 
the word “six” each time it appears; by striking out the words “one member to be appointed each year” and inserting the words “two members to be 
appointed at the beginning of each biennium. The president shall designate the chairmanship of the board.”; and by striking out the third sentence.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 4 – ADMINISTRATION.
The P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund shall be 
administered by a board of trustees consisting 
of five active members of the Sisterhood, each 
appointed by the president of International 
Chapter for a term of five years, one member 
to be appointed each year. Should a vacancy 
occur, terms of the other members shall be 
shortened accordingly, the appointment being 
for the longest remaining term. The member 
filling the shortest remaining term for the 
current biennium shall be chairman, unless 
she declines to so serve, in which event the 
trustees shall elect a chairman. In case of 
the appointment of an entirely new board, 
the president shall designate the terms of 
members and chairmanship of board.

Sec. 4 – ADMINISTRATION.
The P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund shall be administered by 
a board of trustees consisting of five six active members 
of the Sisterhood, each appointed by the president of 
International Chapter for a term of five six years, one 
member to be appointed each year two members to 
be appointed at the beginning of each biennium. The 
president shall designate the chairmanship of the board. 
Should a vacancy occur, terms of the other members shall 
be shortened accordingly, the appointment being for the 
longest remaining term. The member filling the shortest 
remaining term for the current biennium shall be chairman, 
unless she declines to so serve, in which event the trustees 
shall elect a chairman. In case of the appointment of an 
entirely new board, the president shall designate the terms 
of members and chairmanship of board.

Sec. 4 – ADMINISTRATION.
The P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund shall 
be administered by a board of trustees 
consisting of six active members of 
the Sisterhood, each appointed by 
the president of International Chapter 
for a term of six years, two members 
appointed at the beginning of each 
biennium. The president shall designate 
the chairmanship of the board. Should 
a vacancy occur, terms of the other 
members shall be shortened accordingly, 
the appointment being for the 
longest remaining term. In case of the 
appointment of an entirely new board, 
the president shall designate the terms 
of members and chairmanship of board.

PROVISO: The transition from five members serving five years to six members serving six years with the president designating the chairmanship will be 
accomplished by the 2027-2029 biennium. 
EXPLANATION: Would increase the number of trustees from five to six and would increase the term of appointment from five to six years.
RATIONALE: Increasing the size of the board and length of term provides for more manageable workloads.
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E-3. SUBMITTED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE P.E.O. STAR SCHOLARSHIP AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 77) Amend BYLAWS, ARTICLE XIX, P.E.O. STAR SCHOLARSHIP, Sec. 2 – ADMINISTRATION, sentence 1, by striking out the word “three” and inserting the 
word “five”; by striking out the word “six” and inserting the word “five”; and by striking out the words “at the beginning of each biennium” and inserting the 
words “each year.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship shall be 
administered by a board of trustees consisting 
of three active members of the Sisterhood, each 
appointed by the president of International 
Chapter for a term of six years, one member to  
be appointed at the beginning of each biennium.

The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship shall be 
administered by a board of trustees consisting 
of three five active members of the Sisterhood, 
each appointed by the president of International 
Chapter for a term of six five years, one member 
to be appointed at the beginning of each 
biennium each year. 

The P.E.O. STAR Scholarship shall be 
administered by a board of trustees consisting 
of five active members of the Sisterhood, each 
appointed by the president of International 
Chapter for a term of five years, one member  
to be appointed each year.

PROVISO: The transition from three members to five members will be accomplished with three appointments at the close of the 2021 Convention of 
International Chapter of varying term lengths to allow for ongoing annual appointments.
EXPLANATION: Would increase the number of board members from three to five; would decrease the length of appointment from six to five years and 
would stipulate that appointments be made yearly instead of each biennium.
RATIONALE: Increasing the size of the board allows for more efficient handling of applications for scholarships.

THE FOLLOWING EIGHT PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A BLOCK – THE BLOCK WILL BE VOTED UPON AS ONE WITHOUT DISCUSSION

E-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 56) Amend BYLAWS by striking out ARTICLE II, ELECTIONS.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

ARTICLE II 
ELECTIONS

Sec. 1 – TENURE OF OFFICE.
The tenure of office on the Executive Board of 
International Chapter may be four years unless 
an officer, having served four years, shall be 
elected to office of president, first vice president, 
second vice president, or organizer.

ARTICLE II 
ELECTIONS

Sec. 1 – TENURE OF OFFICE.
The tenure of office on the Executive Board of 
International Chapter may be four years unless 
an officer, having served four years, shall be 
elected to office of president, first vice president, 
second vice president, or organizer.

EXPLANATION: Would remove from the bylaws a provision on tenure of office for the Executive Board of International Chapter.
RATIONALE: This is an obsolete provision that is not applicable to the five-member executive board.

E-5. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 65) Amend BYLAWS, ARTICLE XI, COTTEY COLLEGE, Sec. 2 – ADMINISTRATION, sentence 2 by striking out the word “five” and inserting the word “six”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 2 – ADMINISTRATION. Cottey College 
shall be administered by a board of trustees 
consisting of no more than eleven members 
elected by unanimous vote of the officers of 
International Chapter serving as members of the 
Cottey College Corporation. At least five of the 
trustees shall be active members of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood. The president and first vice president 
of International Chapter shall serve as ex-officio 
members of the board, without the right to vote.

Sec. 2 – ADMINISTRATION. Cottey College shall be 
administered by a board of trustees consisting 
of no more than eleven members elected by 
unanimous vote of the officers of International 
Chapter serving as members of the Cottey 
College Corporation. At least five six of the 
trustees shall be active members of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood. The president and first vice president 
of International Chapter shall serve as ex-officio 
members of the board, without the right to vote.

Sec. 2 – ADMINISTRATION. Cottey College 
shall be administered by a board of trustees 
consisting of no more than eleven members 
elected by unanimous vote of the officers of 
International Chapter serving as members of the 
Cottey College Corporation. At least six of the 
trustees shall be active members of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood. The president and first vice president 
of International Chapter shall serve as ex-officio 
members of the board, without the right to vote.

EXPLANATION: Would increase the number of trustees for Cottey College that are active members of the Sisterhood from five to six.
RATIONALE: Conforms to current practice and provides that members of the P.E.O. Sisterhood constitute a majority on the board of trustees. 
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E-6. SUBMITTED BY THE P.E.O. STAR SCHOLARSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 77) Amend BYLAWS, ARTICLE XIX, P.E.O. STAR SCHOLARSHIP, Sec. 1 – ESTABLISHMENT., sentence 3, by striking out the words “high school senior 
women of” and inserting the words “women in their final year of high school in”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Sec. 1 – ESTABLISHMENT. 
…
It shall be used for a program of educational 
opportunities for high school senior women of 
the United States and Canada who are pursuing 
post-secondary education.

Sec. 1 – ESTABLISHMENT. 
…
It shall be used for a program of educational 
opportunities for high school senior women of 
women in their final year of high school in the 
United States and Canada who are pursuing 
post-secondary education.

Sec. 1 – ESTABLISHMENT. 
…
It shall be used for a program of educational 
opportunities for women in their final year of 
high school in the United States and Canada 
who are pursuing post-secondary education.

EXPLANATION: Would redefine high school senior women to be women in their final year of high school.
RATIONALE: Language designating high school status is not consistent between the U.S. and Canada.

E-7. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 79) Amend BYLAWS by adding a new ARTICLE XXII – HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

ARTICLE XXII 
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST

Sec. 1 – APPOINTMENT. The historian/archivist 
shall be an active member of the Sisterhood 
appointed by the president of International 
Chapter at the beginning of each biennium.
Sec. 2 – DUTIES. The historian/archivist shall 
archive and maintain historical documents and 
items; and perform such other duties as the 
executive board shall direct. 
Sec. 3 – EXPENSES. All necessary expenses in 
conducting the business of the position shall be 
paid from the funds of International Chapter. This 
shall include necessary meetings, as approved 
by the executive board, and expenses when 
attending Convention of International Chapter.

ARTICLE XXII 
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST

Sec. 1 – APPOINTMENT. The historian/archivist 
shall be an active member of the Sisterhood 
appointed by the president of International 
Chapter at the beginning of each biennium.
Sec. 2 – DUTIES. The historian/archivist shall 
archive and maintain historical documents and 
items; and perform such other duties as the 
executive board shall direct. 
Sec. 3 – EXPENSES. All necessary expenses in 
conducting the business of the position shall be 
paid from the funds of International Chapter. This 
shall include necessary meetings, as approved 
by the executive board, and expenses when 
attending Convention of International Chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would provide for the appointment of a historian/archivist and define the primary duties of the position. 
RATIONALE: Formalizes the position of historian/archivist and provide details for the appointment in the Bylaws.

E-7(a). CONFORMING AMENDMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 19) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE VII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – PRESIDENT, paragraph 6, first sentence, by adding the words “and to the 
position of Historian/Archivist”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

To appoint at the beginning of each biennium 
or annually, in accordance with the Bylaws 
of International Chapter and with approval 
by the executive board, members to the 
following boards of trustees and committees: 
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund; …Leadership 
Development.

To appoint at the beginning of each biennium 
or annually, in accordance with the Bylaws 
of International Chapter and with approval 
by the executive board, members to the 
following boards of trustees and committees: 
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund; …Leadership 
Development; and to the position of Historian/ 
Archivist.

To appoint at the beginning of each biennium 
or annually, in accordance with the Bylaws 
of International Chapter and with approval 
by the executive board, members to the 
following boards of trustees and committees: 
P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund; …Leadership 
Development; and to the position of Historian/ 
Archivist.

EXPLANATION: Would add under the duties of president to appoint a member to the position of Historian/Archivist.
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E-7(b). CONFORMING AMENDMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 13) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE II, CONVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER, Sec. 1 – MEMBERS, paragraph 1, by adding to the list of active 
members of Convention the “Historian/Archivist”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

A Convention of International Chapter shall 
consist of the following active members of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood, when present and registered:
…
Leadership Development Committee

A Convention of International Chapter shall 
consist of the following active members of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood, when present and registered:
…
Leadership Development Committee 
Historian/Archivist

A Convention of International Chapter shall 
consist of the following active members of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood, when present and registered:
…
Leadership Development Committee 
Historian/Archivist

EXPLANATION: Would add the Historian/Archivist to the members of Convention.

E-8. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 79) Amend BYLAWS by adding a new ARTICLE XXIII – PARLIAMENTARIAN.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

ARTICLE XXIII 
PARLIAMENTARIAN

Sec. 1 – APPOINTMENT. A credentialed 
parliamentarian shall be appointed by the 
president of International Chapter at the 
beginning of each biennium. Preference shall  
be given to an active member of the Sisterhood.
Sec. 2 – DUTIES. The parliamentarian shall serve 
as adviser to the president, executive board and 
Study and Research Committee; and perform 
such other duties as the executive board shall 
direct. 
Sec. 3 – EXPENSES. All necessary expenses in 
conducting the business of the position shall be 
paid from the funds of International Chapter. This 
shall include necessary meetings, as approved 
by the executive board, and expenses when 
attending Convention of International Chapter. 

ARTICLE XXIII 
PARLIAMENTARIAN

Sec. 1 – APPOINTMENT. A credentialed 
parliamentarian shall be appointed by the 
president of International Chapter at the 
beginning of each biennium. Preference shall  
be given to an active member of the Sisterhood.
Sec. 2 – DUTIES. The parliamentarian shall serve 
as adviser to the president, executive board and 
Study and Research Committee; and perform 
such other duties as the executive board shall 
direct. 
Sec. 3 – EXPENSES. All necessary expenses in 
conducting the business of the position shall be 
paid from the funds of International Chapter. This 
shall include necessary meetings, as approved 
by the executive board, and expenses when 
attending Convention of International Chapter.

EXPLANATION: Would add the appointment of a parliamentarian to the Bylaws and define the qualifications and primary duties of the position.
RATIONALE: Conforms the governing documents to provide details for appointments in the Bylaws.

E-8(a). CONFORMING AMENDMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 19) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE VII, DUTIES OF OFFICERS, Sec. 3 – PRESIDENT, paragraph 7 by inserting the words “in accordance with 
the Bylaws of International Chapter and before the words “with approval by the executive board”; and to strike out the words “to serve as adviser to the 
president and to perform such other duties as the executive board shall direct.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

To appoint, with approval by the executive board, 
a parliamentarian to serve as adviser to the 
president and to perform such other duties as 
the executive board shall direct.

To appoint, in accordance with the Bylaws of 
International Chapter and with approval by the 
executive board, a parliamentarian. to serve as 
adviser to the president and to perform such 
other duties as the executive board shall direct.

To appoint, in accordance with the Bylaws of 
International Chapter and with approval by the 
executive board, a parliamentarian. 

EXPLANATION: Would add under the duties of the president to appoint a parliamentarian in accordance with the Bylaws of International Chapter, and 
would remove from the section specific duties of the parliamentarian.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE STANDING RULES  
OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER P.E.O. SISTERHOOD

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

THE FOLLOWING FOUR PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A BLOCK – THE BLOCK WILL BE VOTED UPON AS ONE WITHOUT DISCUSSION

F-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 83) Amend STANDING RULES, GENERAL, Rule 5 by striking out the word “hand” and inserting the word “provide”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

5. When a vote is taken by written ballot or 
electronic voting equipment in local, state or 
International chapters, the chairman of tellers 
shall hand the report to the president who shall 
read the entire report and announce the result 
of the ballot.

5. When a vote is taken by written ballot or 
electronic voting equipment in local, state or 
International chapters, the chairman of tellers 
shall hand provide the report to the president 
who shall read the entire report and announce 
the result of the ballot.

5. When a vote is taken by written ballot or 
electronic voting equipment in local, state or 
International chapters, the chairman of tellers 
shall provide the report to the president who 
shall read the entire report and announce the 
result of the ballot.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the instruction that the chairman of tellers hand the report to the president and require that she provide the report to  
the president.
RATIONALE: The process for transmitting the Report of the Tellers should not be limited to a physical process.

F-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 83) Amend STANDING RULES, INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER, by striking out Rule 8.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

8. The recording secretary of International 
Chapter shall order such additional copies of 
the Proceedings of Convention of International 
Chapter as the executive director of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood deems advisable to stock for sale.

8. The recording secretary of International 
Chapter shall order such additional copies of 
the Proceedings of Convention of International 
Chapter as the executive director of the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood deems advisable to stock for sale.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that the recording secretary of International Chapter order additional copies of the Proceedings of 
Convention of International Chapter to stock for sale.
RATIONALE: The posting of the proceedings to the International website eliminates the need to provide copies for sale and reflects current practice.

F-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 83) Amend STANDING RULES, INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER, by striking out Rule 12.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

12. Articles for publication in The P.E.O. Record 
and all publicity information and material for 
distribution to the P.E.O. Sisterhood pertaining to 
the projects of International Chapter shall first be 
submitted to the Executive Board of International 
Chapter for approval. Distribution of information 
and material shall require approval of the 
executive board.

12. Articles for publication in The P.E.O. Record 
and all publicity information and material for 
distribution to the P.E.O. Sisterhood pertaining to 
the projects of International Chapter shall first be 
submitted to the Executive Board of International 
Chapter for approval. Distribution of information 
and material shall require approval of the 
executive board.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that articles for publication in The P.E.O. Record and publicity information and material for distribution to 
the P.E.O. Sisterhood pertaining to the projects of International Chapter shall first be submitted to the Executive Board for approval, and that distribution  
of information and material shall require approval of the executive board.  
RATIONALE: Simplifies the process for compiling The P.E.O. Record and reflects current practice.
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F-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 83) Amend STANDING RULES, INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER, by striking out Rule 13.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

13. The editor of The P.E.O. Record shall be 
granted personal interviews with the printer 
as authorized by the Executive Board of 
International Chapter, the expense to be 
paid from the general operating fund of the 
Sisterhood.

13. The editor of The P.E.O. Record shall be 
granted personal interviews with the printer 
as authorized by the Executive Board of 
International Chapter, the expense to be 
paid from the general operating fund of the 
Sisterhood.

EXPLANATION: Would remove that the editor of The P.E.O. Record shall be granted personal interviews with the printer as authorized by the Executive 
Board; and that the expense would be paid from the general operation fund of the Sisterhood.
RATIONALE: Current business practices allow for interviews to be conducted electronically, so travel is no longer necessary.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PARTS I, II AND III  
OF THE CONSTITUTION, BYLAWS AND STANDING RULES  

OF THE P.E.O. SISTERHOOD
(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.)

UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

THE FOLLOWING SIX PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE 

G-1. SUBMITTED BY NORTH CAROLINA STATE CHAPTER
(page 24) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE XI, AMENDMENTS, section (a), by inserting in the first clause the words “of the returned ballots” after the 
word “two-thirds”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

(a) the proposed amendment has been approved 
for consideration at a state convention by two-
thirds of the local chapters of a state chapter; … 

(a) the proposed amendment has been approved 
for consideration at a state convention by 
two-thirds of the returned ballots of the local 
chapters of a state chapter; …

(a) the proposed amendment has been approved 
for consideration at a state convention by 
two-thirds of the returned ballots of the local 
chapters of a state chapter; … 

EXPLANATION: Would change the required approval for a proposed amendment to the Introduction and Part I of the Constitution and the Procedure 
for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting to be considered at a state convention from two-thirds of all the local chapters of that state to two-thirds of the returned local 
chapter ballots of that state. 
RATIONALE: Makes the vote tabulations at the polling phase consistent with the voting requirements at the state and international conventions; under  
the present system, local chapters which fail to return a ballot during the polling phase may affect the outcome of whether a proposed amendment shall 
be approved for consideration at a state convention. 

G-1. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS: Same provision, identical proposed wording.
(a). Part II, ARTICLE XIV, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(b). Part III, ARTICLE XVII, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(c). BYLAWS, ARTICLE XXII, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(d). STANDING RULES, GENERAL, Rule #4, section (a); and
(e). STANDING RULES, AMENDMENTS, section (a).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE FOLLOWING SIX PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

G-2. SUBMITTED BY CONNECTICUT STATE CHAPTER
(page 24) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part I, ARTICLE XI, AMENDMENTS, section (a) by striking out the words “approved for consideration at a state convention 
by two-thirds of the local chapters of a state chapter” and inserting the words “sent to all local chapters of the state chapter and all members of convention 
entitled to vote at that state convention, prior to convention”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

(a) the proposed amendment has been approved 
for consideration at a state convention by two-
thirds of the local chapters of a state chapter; 
approved at the following convention of the state 
chapter by a two-thirds vote of the members 
voting; reported immediately by the secretary of 
the state chapter to the president of International 
Chapter and the chairman of the Study and 
Research Committee; or… 
 

(a) the proposed amendment has been approved 
for consideration at a state convention by 
two-thirds of the local chapters of a state 
chapter; sent to all local chapters of the 
state chapter and all members of convention 
entitled to vote at that state convention, prior 
to convention; approved at the following 
convention of the state chapter by a two-
thirds vote of the members voting; reported 
immediately by the secretary of the state  
chapter to the president of International  
Chapter and the chairman of the Study  
and Research Committee; or… 

(a) the proposed amendment has been sent to 
all local chapters of the state chapter and all 
members of convention entitled to vote at that 
state convention, prior to convention; approved 
at the following convention of the state chapter 
by a two-thirds vote of the members voting; 
reported immediately by the secretary of the 
state chapter to the president of International 
Chapter and the chairman of the Study and 
Research Committee; or… 
 

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that two-thirds of local chapters approve a proposed amendment to the Introduction and Part I of the 
Constitution and the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting before it is considered at state convention; and would require proposed amendments be sent  
to all local chapters and all members of convention entitled to vote prior to convention. 
RATIONALE: This will allow all proposed amendments to be considered at state convention. 

G-2. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS: Same provision, identical proposed wording.
(a). Part II, ARTICLE XIV, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(b). Part III, ARTICLE XVII, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(c). Bylaws, ARTICLE XXII, AMENDMENTS, section (a);
(d). Standing Rules, GENERAL, Rule #4, section (a); and
(e). Standing Rules, AMENDMENTS, section (a).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURE  
FOR P.E.O. CHAPTER MEETING

(Page number refers to the 2020 President’s Book)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

H-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 1) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #1. CALL TO ORDER, in paragraph 3 by striking out the words “stand as you are able, 
and inserting the words “rise as you wish,”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
At the tap of the gavel, please stand as you are 
able while (the password is taken and) the report 
of the guard is given. Remain standing until we 
have sung (recited) the Opening Ode and recited 
the Objects and Aims.

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
At the tap of the gavel, please stand as you 
are able rise as you wish while (the password 
is taken and) the report of the guard is given. 
Remain standing until we have sung (recited) 
the Opening Ode and the Objects and Aims. 

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
At the tap of the gavel, please rise as you wish 
while (the password is taken and) the report 
of the guard is given. Remain standing until we 
have sung (recited) the Opening Ode and the 
Objects and Aims.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would remove directing members to stand and allows an option of rising at the tap of the gavel. 
RATIONALE: Provides more inclusive wording in rising as you wish rather than as you are able. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

H-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 1) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #1. CALL TO ORDER, by inserting a new paragraph 3; in paragraph 4 by striking out 
the words “stand as you are able, while (the password is taken and) the report of the guard is given and remain standing until we have sung (recited)” and 
inserting the words “rise as you wish, while”, and by adding the words “are conducted.”; and by striking out paragraph 5 and inserting a new paragraph 5.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
At the tap of the gavel, please stand as you are 
able while (the password is taken and) the report 
of the guard is given. Remain standing until we 
have sung (recited) the Opening Ode and recited 
the Objects and Aims.
PRESIDENT: The guard will see that the doors are 
closed and take the password from all who enter.

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
The guard has conducted a visual verification of 
membership.
At the tap of the gavel, please stand as you are 
able while (the password is taken and) the report 
of the guard is given. Remain standing until 
we have sung (recited) rise as you wish while 
the Opening Ode and the Objects and Aims are 
conducted.
PRESIDENT: The guard will see that the doors are 
closed and take the password from all who enter.
PRESIDENT: The guard will confirm the 
membership of all who join the meeting.

1. CALL TO ORDER.
PRESIDENT: The meeting will come to order.
If there is no objection, (name) will serve as 
(officer) for this meeting.
The guard has conducted a visual verification of 
membership. 
At the tap of the gavel, please rise as you wish 
while the Opening Ode and the Objects and Aims 
are conducted.
PRESIDENT: The guard will confirm the 
membership of all who join the meeting.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would remove taking of the password for a local chapter meeting and have the guard visually identify those in attendance are chapter 
members and confirm the membership of a P.E.O. guest and would give the option of rising at the tap of the gavel for the Opening Ode and Objects and Aims. 
RATIONALE: Simplifies the process for determining active membership to attend a chapter meeting and provides more inclusive wording in rising as you 
wish rather than as you are able. 
NOTE: If adopted, the Ceremony of Installation will be written to conform. 

H-2(a). CONFORMING AMENDMENT 
SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 11) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part III, president’s part, paragraph 1, by striking out the words “which will admit you to all P.E.O. meetings so long 
as you are an active member of a chapter” and inserting the words “as established by our Founders.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

I will now give you our password which will 
admit you to all P.E.O. meetings so long as you 
are an active member of a chapter.

I will now give you our password which will 
admit you to all P.E.O. meetings so long as 
you are an active member of a chapter as 
established by our Founders.

I will now give you our password as established 
by our Founders.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would provide a different purpose for the password than admittance to a local chapter meeting. 
RATIONALE: Simplifies the process for determining active membership to attend a chapter meeting.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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H-3. SUBMITTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 4) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #3. DEVOTIONS, P.E.O. Prayer, paragraph 2, by striking out the words “to have for our 
sisters that charity which ‘covers a multitude of sins’” and inserting the words “to support our sisters lovingly in any way we can”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Grant that our meeting may strengthen us for the 
duties of life; enable us to understand and keep 
our vows, and especially help us to have for our 
sisters that charity which “covers a multitude  
of sins.”

Grant that our meeting may strengthen us for the 
duties of life; enable us to understand and keep 
our vows, and especially help us to have for our 
sisters that charity which “covers a multitude of 
sins.” to support our sisters lovingly in any way 
we can.

Grant that our meeting may strengthen us for the 
duties of life; enable us to understand and keep 
our vows, and especially help us to support our 
sisters lovingly in any way we can.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the direction to have charity for our sisters that covers different sins and add the direction to support sisters in any loving 
way possible.
RATIONALE: The clause “multitude of sins” is vague and a more specific goal is desirable.

H-4. SUBMITTED BY MANITOBA-NORTHWEST ONTARIO PROVINCIAL CHAPTER, MASSACHUSETTS STATE CHAPTER, NEW YORK STATE CHAPTER  
AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 4) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #3. DEVOTIONS, P.E.O. Prayer, paragraph 3, sentence 2, by inserting the word 
“(Amen)” following the word “Thine.”, and by inserting instructions as a new paragraph 4 “Continue if reciting the Lord’s Prayer”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Dear Father, grant that all with whom we 
associate may be purer, braver, and stronger for 
our influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor to 
work, not for our own glory, but for Thine.
These blessings we would ask in the name of 
Him who taught us to pray, (in unison): 
Our Father…

Dear Father, grant that all with whom we 
associate may be purer, braver, and stronger for 
our influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor to 
work, not for our own glory, but for Thine. (Amen)
Continue if reciting Lord’s Prayer 
These blessings we would ask in the name of 
Him who taught us to pray, (in unison): 
Our Father…

Dear Father, grant that all with whom we 
associate may be purer, braver, and stronger for 
our influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor to 
work, not for our own glory, but for Thine. (Amen)
Continue if reciting Lord’s Prayer
These blessings we would ask in the name of 
Him who taught us to pray, (in unison): 
Our Father

EXPLANATION: Would allow local chapters to choose to end Devotions following paragraph three of the P.E.O. Prayer with an “Amen”, or continue with 
reciting the Lord’s Prayer.
RATIONALE: By providing an option, this proposal allows chapters to recognize diversity and demonstrate inclusiveness within its membership. 

H-5. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 4) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #3. DEVOTIONS, P.E.O. Prayer, by striking out the word “Father” and inserting the 
word “God” where it appears.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Kind and loving Father, at this the beginning of 
another meeting,…
Grant that our meeting may…
Dear Father, grant that all with whom we 
associate may be purer, braver and stronger for 
our influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor  
to work, not for our own glory, but for Thine.

Kind and loving Father God, at this the beginning 
of another meeting,…
Grant that our meeting may…
Dear Father God, grant that all with whom we 
associate may be purer, braver, and stronger for 
our influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor  
to work, not for our own glory, but for Thine. 

Kind and loving God, at this the beginning of 
another meeting,…
Grant that our meeting may…
Dear God, grant that all with whom we associate 
may be purer, braver, and stronger for our 
influence. Bless our Sisterhood; bless each 
chapter; and may it be our constant endeavor  
to work, not for our own glory, but for Thine. 

EXPLANATION: Would replace the word Father with the word God.
RATIONALE: Provides inclusive language.
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THE FOLLOWING NINE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A BLOCK – THE BLOCK WILL BE VOTED UPON AS ONE WITHOUT DISCUSSION

H-6. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 2) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #2. OPENING ODE, OBJECTS AND AIMS, by inserting a new paragraph 3.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

2. OPENING ODE, OBJECTS AND AIMS
PRESIDENT: We will sing (recite) the Opening 
Ode, after which we will recite the Objects  
and Aims.
OPENING ODE
We who are sisters in heart and spirit, 
Give thanks for the star and its message. 
May Purity, Justice, Faith, Truth and Love 
Make glad and holy the secret places of  
our hearts. Amen.

2. OPENING ODE, OBJECTS AND AIMS
PRESIDENT: We will sing (recite) the Opening 
Ode, after which we will recite the Objects  
and Aims.
OPENING ODE
We who are sisters in heart and spirit, 
Give thanks for the star and its message. 
May Purity, Justice, Faith, Truth and Love 
Make glad and holy the secret places of  
our hearts. Amen.
Chapter may use the following in place of the 
Opening Ode:
BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS (adapted for  
P.E.O. use)
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in sisterly love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.

2. OPENING ODE, OBJECTS AND AIMS
PRESIDENT: We will sing (recite) the Opening 
Ode, after which we will recite the Objects  
and Aims.
OPENING ODE
We who are sisters in heart and spirit, 
Give thanks for the star and its message. 
May Purity, Justice, Faith, Truth and Love 
Make glad and holy the secret places of  
our hearts. Amen.
Chapter may use the following in place of the 
Opening Ode:
BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS (adapted for  
P.E.O. use)
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in sisterly love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.

EXPLANATION: Would remove Blest Be the Tie that Binds from Appendix 5 in the President’s Book and into the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting  
as an approved option to the Opening Ode.
RATIONALE: Places adapted version of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” where it is commonly used in the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting. 

H-7. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 8) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #8. REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, paragraphs 4 and 5 by striking out  
the words “According to our P.E.O. Constitution, reading” and inserting the words “Having received”, and by striking out the words “acknowledges that”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

If letter of reinstatement is read and payment of 
fee is received:
PRESIDENT: According to our P.E.O. Constitution, 
reading the letter for reinstatement, which 
includes payment of the reinstatement fee, 
acknowledges that (name) is an active member 
of Chapter_____.
If letter of acceptance of invitation to transfer to this 
chapter, which includes notice of reinstatement, is 
read and payment of fee is received:
PRESIDENT: According to our P.E.O. Constitution, 
reading the letter of acceptance and 
reinstatement, which includes payment of the 
reinstatement fee, acknowledges that (name) is 
an active member of Chapter _____.

If letter of reinstatement is read and payment of 
fee is received:
PRESIDENT: According to our P.E.O. Constitution, 
reading Having received the letter for 
reinstatement, which includes payment of the 
reinstatement fee, acknowledges that (name) is 
an active member of Chapter_____.
If letter of acceptance of invitation to transfer to this 
chapter, which includes notice of reinstatement, is 
read and payment of fee is received:
PRESIDENT: According to our P.E.O. Constitution, 
reading Having received the letter of acceptance 
and reinstatement, which includes payment 
of the reinstatement fee, acknowledges that 
(name) is an active member of Chapter _____.

If letter of reinstatement is read and payment of 
fee is received:
PRESIDENT: Having received the letter for 
reinstatement, which includes payment of the 
reinstatement fee, (name) is an active member of 
Chapter _____.
If letter of acceptance of invitation to transfer to this 
chapter, which includes notice of reinstatement, is 
read and payment of fee is received:
PRESIDENT: Having received the letter of 
acceptance and reinstatement, which includes 
payment of the reinstatement fee, (name) is an 
active member of Chapter _____.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the reference to the P.E.O. Constitution and would provide that receipt of the letter of acceptance confers active member status.
RATIONALE: Current wording is not correct with reference to the Constitution.
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H-8. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 10) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #10 – PRESENTATION OF NAMES FOR MEMBERSHIP, paragraph 2, by striking out the 
words “entire Sponsor for Membership form(s)” and inserting the words “name of the woman sponsored and those who have signed the sponsor form”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the entire 
Sponsor for Membership form(s).

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the entire 
Sponsor for Membership form(s). name of the 
woman sponsored and those who have signed 
the sponsor form. 

PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the name 
of the woman sponsored and those who have 
signed the sponsor form.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement that the secretary read the entire Sponsor for Membership form and instruct that she read the name of the 
woman sponsored and those who have signed the sponsor form.
RATIONALE: Simplifies the presentation of names during a chapter meeting.

H-9. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, by inserting a new paragraph 1. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

13. BALLOTING
PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the name of 
the woman proposed and the three who have 
sponsored her.

13. BALLOTING
PRESIDENT: The next order of business is balloting.
PRESIDENT: The secretary will read the name of 
the woman proposed and the three who have 
sponsored her.

13. BALLOTING
PRESIDENT: The next order of business is balloting.
The secretary will read the name of the woman 
proposed and the three who have sponsored her.

EXPLANATION: Would add an introduction to the item of business.
RATIONALE: Allows members to be aware of the topic of the next item of business

H-10. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, by striking out paragraph 7 and inserting a new paragraph 7.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: Those in favor will circle pro. Those 
opposed will circle con. An unmarked ballot 
abstains. Please rise, if you are able, or signal the 
vice president when your ballot is ready. Remain 
standing until your ballot is collected. Each 
member shall place her unfolded ballot face 
down in the container.

PRESIDENT: Those in favor will circle pro. Those 
opposed will circle con. An unmarked ballot 
abstains. Please rise if you are able or signal the 
vice president when your ballot is ready. Remain 
standing until your ballot is collected. Each 
member shall place her unfolded ballot face 
down in the container.
PRESIDENT: Those in favor will circle pro. Those 
opposed will circle con. An unmarked ballot 
abstains. Please rise if you wish or signal the 
vice president when your ballot is ready. If 
standing, you may be seated after your ballot is 
collected. Each member shall place her unfolded 
ballot face down in the container.

PRESIDENT: Those in favor will circle pro. Those 
opposed will circle con. An unmarked ballot 
abstains. Please rise if you wish or signal the 
vice president when your ballot is ready. If 
standing, you may be seated after your ballot is 
collected. Each member shall place her unfolded 
ballot face down in the container.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement for members to rise for their ballot to be collected and provide the option to rise or signal the vice 
president when their ballot is ready.
RATIONALE: Eliminates non-inclusive language regarding ability to stand.
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H-11. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 13) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, by striking out paragraphs 7 and 8.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The vice president will distribute 
ballots.
PRESIDENT: We are now ready and will vote upon 
the name of _____.

PRESIDENT: The vice president will distribute 
ballots.
PRESIDENT: We are now ready and will vote upon 
the name of _____.

EXPLANATION: Would remove incomplete instructions and duplicate language on balloting. 
RATIONALE: Language is already reflected in president’s spoken words prior to these paragraphs.
NOTE: Instruction will be added for the president to follow the same balloting instructions used for the initial balloted upon name.

H-12. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 14) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, paragraphs 3 and 4, by striking out the words “A name balloted 
upon unfavorably shall be kept by the president on a separate page of a small notebook” and the words “the page shall be destroyed and”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. A name 
balloted upon unfavorably shall be kept by 
the president on a separate page of a small 
notebook. At the expiration of six months from 
the date of balloting, the page shall be destroyed 
and the name may be presented again for 
membership.
OR, if first ballot contains THREE or MORE CON 
VOTES, a count of votes is necessary. If votes cast 
equal or are less than number entitled to vote, 
president announces: 
PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. A name 
balloted upon unfavorably shall be kept by 
the president on a separate page of a small 
notebook. At the expiration of six months from 
the date of balloting, the page shall be destroyed 
and the name may be presented again for 
membership.

PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. A name 
balloted upon unfavorably shall be kept by 
the president on a separate page of a small 
notebook. At the expiration of six months from 
the date of balloting, the page shall be destroyed 
and the name may be presented again for 
membership.
OR, if first ballot contains THREE or MORE CON 
VOTES, a count of votes is necessary. If votes cast 
equal or are less than number entitled to vote, 
president announces: 
PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. A name 
balloted upon unfavorably shall be kept by 
the president on a separate page of a small 
notebook. At the expiration of six months from 
the date of balloting, the page shall be destroyed 
and the name may be presented again for 
membership.

PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. At the 
expiration of six months from the date of 
balloting, the name may be presented again  
for membership.
OR, if first ballot contains THREE or MORE CON 
VOTES, a count of votes is necessary. If votes cast 
equal or are less than number entitled to vote, 
president announces: 
PRESIDENT: The ballot is unfavorable. At the 
expiration of six months from the date of 
balloting, the name may be presented again  
for membership.

EXPLANATION: Would remove instruction that a name balloted upon unfavorably be kept by the president in a small notebook and the page be destroyed 
after six months.
RATIONALE: This is an outdated provision, and its removal simplifies local chapter procedures.

H-13. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 15) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #15 INSTALLATION paragraph 2, by striking out the words “come forward to”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The recording secretary will call the 
roll of officers, who as their names are called will 
come forward to receive their instructions and 
take the oath of office.

PRESIDENT: The recording secretary will call the 
roll of officers, who as their names are called will 
come forward to receive their instructions and 
take the oath of office.

PRESIDENT: The recording secretary will call the 
roll of officers, who as their names are called 
will receive their instructions and take the oath 
of office.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the requirement for the officers to come forward to receive instructions and take the oath of office. 
RATIONALE: Provides flexibility for the location of the Ceremony of Installation. 
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H-14. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 16) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #18 – CLOSING BENEDICTION, by striking out the word “BENEDICTION”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

18. CLOSING BENEDICTION 18. CLOSING BENEDICTION 18. CLOSING 

EXPLANATION: Would remove the word benediction from reference to the item of business closing the local chapter meeting. 
RATIONALE: The word “Closing” is a more universal term, while what is spoken by the president is unchanged.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CEREMONY OF INITIATION
(Page number refers to the 2018 Prompter’s Part)

UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

I-1. SUBMITTED BY CONNECTICUT STATE CHAPTER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER, MANITOBA-NORTHWEST ONTARIO PROVINCIAL 
CHAPTER, MASSACHUSETTS STATE CHAPTER AND NEW YORK STATE CHAPTER
(page 5) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part I, paragraph 5, president’s part, by adding optional wording that would read: “Place your right hand upon your 
heart and raise your left hand.” 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Place your right hand 
upon the Bible, the Word 
of God. Acknowledging 
your belief in God, do 
you solemnly promise 
to abide by our laws, to 
keep our regulations, 
and never to divulge the 
private proceedings of our 
Sisterhood? 

Place your right hand upon the Bible, the Word of God. 
Acknowledging your belief in God, do you solemnly promise 
to abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and never to 
divulge the private proceedings of our Sisterhood?
OR Optional wording:
Place your right hand upon your heart and raise your left 
hand. Acknowledging your belief in God, do you solemnly 
promise to abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and 
never to divulge the private proceedings of our Sisterhood?

Place your right hand upon the Bible, the Word of God. 
Acknowledging your belief in God, do you solemnly promise 
to abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and never to 
divulge the private proceedings of our Sisterhood?
OR Optional wording:
Place your right hand upon your heart and raise your left 
hand. Acknowledging your belief in God, do you solemnly 
promise to abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and 
never to divulge the private proceedings of our Sisterhood?

EXPLANATION: Would allow the option for an initiate to place her right hand upon her heart and raise her left hand rather than placing her right hand 
upon the Bible when acknowledging her belief in God.

I-2. SUBMITTED BY CONNECTICUT STATE CHAPTER, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CHAPTER, MANITOBA-NORTHWEST ONTARIO PROVINCIAL 
CHAPTER, MASSACHUSETTS STATE CHAPTER AND NEW YORK STATE CHAPTER
(page 8) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part II, paragraph 6, president’s part, by adding optional wording that would read: “Place your right hand upon your 
heart and raise your left hand.” 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Place your right hand upon 
your heart, your left upon 
the Bible. 
Standing as you do, with 
a hand upon each of the 
sources of life, do you 
solemnly promise that the 
welfare of the Sisterhood 
shall be a permanent 
object of your life?

Place your right hand upon your heart, your left upon the Bible. 
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of the sources 
of life, do you solemnly promise that the welfare of the 
Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of your life?
OR Optional wording: 
Place your right hand upon your heart and raise your left hand. 
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of the Sisterhood 
shall be a permanent object of your life?

Place your right hand upon your heart, your left upon the Bible. 
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of the sources 
of life, do you solemnly promise that the welfare of the 
Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of your life?
OR Optional wording: 
Place your right hand upon your heart and raise your left hand. 
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of the Sisterhood 
shall be a permanent object of your life?

EXPLANATION: Would allow the option for an initiate to raise her left hand when taking her vows rather than placing her hand upon the Bible.
RATIONALE: Making the placing of the hand on a Bible optional renders the ceremony more inclusive to diverse faith groups, and provides greater 
opportunity to grow our membership. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

I-3. SUBMITTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 5) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part I, paragraph 4, president’s part, by adding optional wording that would read: “Raise your right hand.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Place your right hand upon the Bible, the Word 
of God. Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to keep 
our regulations, and never to divulge the private 
proceedings of our Sisterhood?

Place your right hand upon the Bible, the Word 
of God. Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to keep 
our regulations, and never to divulge the private 
proceedings of our Sisterhood?
OR Optional wording: 
Raise your right hand. Acknowledging your 
belief in God, do you solemnly promise to 
abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and 
never to divulge the private proceedings of our 
Sisterhood?

Place your right hand upon the Bible, the Word 
of God. Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to keep 
our regulations, and never to divulge the private 
proceedings of our Sisterhood?
OR Optional wording:
Raise your right hand. Acknowledging your 
belief in God, do you solemnly promise to 
abide by our laws, to keep our regulations, and 
never to divulge the private proceedings of our 
Sisterhood?

EXPLANATION: Would allow the option for an initiate to raise her right hand when taking her vows rather than placing her hand upon the Bible.

I-4. SUBMITTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 8) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part II, paragraph 6, president’s part, by adding optional wording that would read: “Raise your right hand.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Place your right hand upon your heart, your 
left upon the Bible.
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of 
the sources of life, do you solemnly promise 
that the welfare of the Sisterhood shall be a 
permanent object of your life?

Place your right hand upon your heart, your  
left upon the Bible.
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of 
the sources of life, do you solemnly promise 
that the welfare of the Sisterhood shall be a 
permanent object of your life?
OR Optional wording: 
Raise your right hand.
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of  
the Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of 
your life?

Place your right hand upon your heart, your  
left upon the Bible.
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of 
the sources of life, do you solemnly promise 
that the welfare of the Sisterhood shall be a 
permanent object of your life?
OR Optional wording:
Raise your right hand.
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of  
the Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of 
your life?

EXPLANATION: Would allow the option for an initiate to raise her right hand when taking her vows rather than placing her right hand upon her heart  
and left hand upon the Bible. 
RATIONALE: Providing the initiate the choice of how to affirm her belief in God when taking her oaths is consistent with the religious diversity of the 
organization and will make the ceremony more inclusive.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE FOLLOWING TWO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

I-5. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER 
(page 5) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part I, paragraph 4, sentence 1, president’s part, by striking out the words “Place your right hand upon the Bible,  
the Word of God”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

(The president may hold the open Bible while  
the candidate(s) takes (take) vows.)
Place your right hand upon the Bible, the  
Word of God.
Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to  
keep our regulations, and never to divulge  
the private proceedings of our Sisterhood? 

(The president may hold the open Bible while  
the candidate(s) takes (take) vows.)
Place your right hand upon the Bible, the  
Word of God. 
Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to  
keep our regulations, and never to divulge  
the private proceedings of our Sisterhood? 

Acknowledging your belief in God, do you 
solemnly promise to abide by our laws, to  
keep our regulations, and never to divulge  
the private proceedings of our Sisterhood? 

EXPLANATION: Would remove placement of the candidate’s hand on the Bible.

I-6. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 8) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part II, paragraphs 5-6, by striking out the words “Place your right hand upon your heart, your left upon the Bible. 
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of the sources of life,” 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

(The president may hold the open Bible while  
the candidate(s) takes (take) vows.)
We are about assume the mutual vows of  
our Sisterhood.
Place your right hand upon your heart, your left 
upon the Bible. 
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of 
the sources of life, do you solemnly promise 
that the welfare of the Sisterhood shall be a 
permanent object of your life?

(The president may hold the open Bible while  
the candidate(s) takes (take) vows.)
We are about assume the mutual vows of  
our Sisterhood.
Place your right hand upon your heart, your left 
upon the Bible.
Standing as you do, with a hand upon each of 
the sources of life, 
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of  
the Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of 
your life?

We are about assume the mutual vows of  
our Sisterhood.
Do you solemnly promise that the welfare of  
the Sisterhood shall be a permanent object of 
your life?

PROVISO: If adopted these changes will not become effective until the COVID-19 pandemic emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would remove placement of the candidate’s right hand on her heart and left hand on the Bible when taking her vows.
RATIONALE: Establishes a method of taking vows that is inclusive of those from a broad range of faiths that believe in God and those with disabilities.
NOTE: Words in italics are instructional as provided by the Executive Board of International Chapter and are not amendable. Wording is shown here as 
stricken to reflect the intent that, if the amendment is adopted, President’s Book Appendix #21 – Guard’s Instructions for Initiation will be written, and the 
diagrams will show, that the Bible is placed on the initiatory table. The local chapter will retain the white Bible.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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I-7. SUBMITTED BY BRITISH COLUMBIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
(page 7) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part II, by striking out paragraph 3 and inserting a new paragraph 3.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Purity. Purity is 
the spotless robe which must ever clothe ideal 
womanhood. Purity in life, in heart, in spirit, must 
be your ideal. There are eternal standards of 
purity that must be maintained. According to the 
purity of its women shall a national rise or fall.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Purity. Purity is 
the spotless robe which must ever clothe ideal 
womanhood. Purity in life, in heart, in spirit, must 
be your ideal. There are eternal standards of 
purity that must be maintained. According to the 
purity of its women shall a national rise or fall.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Purity. Purity 
in life, in heart and in spirit shall be your ideal. 
Honesty and integrity are eternal standards of 
purity that must be maintained.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Purity. Purity 
in life, in heart and in spirit shall be your ideal. 
Honesty and integrity are eternal standards of 
purity that must be maintained.

EXPLANATION: Would delete reference to clothing ideal womanhood in a spotless robe; would remove the statement that a nation rises or falls according 
to the purity of its women; and would add that honesty and integrity are eternal standards of purity that must be maintained.
RATIONALE: Revising this outdated and awkward wording makes the ceremony easier to understand and clarifies the expectations of ‘purity’. 

I-8. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 9) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part II, Chaplain’s Prayer, sentence 1 by striking out the words “Our Father in Heaven,” and inserting the words  
“Dear God,”; and sentence 6 by striking out the word “Father”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Our Father in Heaven, wilt Thou look in tender 
mercy upon us and bestow Thy blessing on this 
(these) sister(s) who has (have) just pledged 
her (their) allegiance to our Sisterhood. Grant 
her (them) Thy grace that she (they) may prove 
faithful. Give her (them) strength to overcome 
the temptations of the world, finding in Thee 
always her (their) refuge. May we, her (their) 
sisters, prove true to her (them), and as we walk 
together through life, may the tie that binds grow 
stronger for the love and helpfulness we find 
in one another. Guide us, and bring us at last to 
Thee, an unbroken band. We ask, Father, in Thy 
name. Amen.

Our Father in Heaven, Dear God, wilt Thou look in 
tender mercy upon us and bestow Thy blessing 
on this (these) sister(s) who has (have) just 
pledged her (their) allegiance to our Sisterhood. 
Grant her (them) Thy grace that she (they) 
may prove faithful. Give her (them) strength to 
overcome the temptations of the world, finding 
in Thee always her (their) refuge. May we, her 
(their) sisters, prove true to her (them), and as 
we walk together through life, may the tie that 
binds grow stronger for the love and helpfulness 
we find in one another. Guide us, and bring us at 
last to Thee, an unbroken band. We ask, Father, 
in Thy name. Amen.

Dear God, wilt Thou look in tender mercy upon 
us and bestow Thy blessing on this (these) 
sister(s) who has (have) just pledged her (their) 
allegiance to our Sisterhood. Grant her (them) 
Thy grace that she (they) may prove faithful. Give 
her (them) strength to overcome the temptations 
of the world, finding in Thee always her (their) 
refuge. May we, her (their) sisters, prove true to 
her (them), and as we walk together through life, 
may the tie that binds grow stronger for the love 
and helpfulness we find in one another. Guide us, 
and bring us at last to Thee, an unbroken band. 
We ask in Thy name. Amen.

EXPLANATION: Would replace the words “Our Father in Heaven” with “Dear God” and would remove the word Father.
RATIONALE: Uses less gender-specific language.

I-9. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 11) Amend Ceremony of Initiation, Part III, president’s part, paragraph 3, by striking out the words “and then not above a whisper.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The meaning of our letters is never 
written by a P.E.O. and is spoken only by the one 
who is acting as president or organizer and then 
not above a whisper.

PRESIDENT: The meaning of our letters is never 
written by a P.E.O. and is spoken only by the one 
who is acting as president or organizer and then 
not above a whisper.

PRESIDENT: The meaning of our letters is never 
written by a P.E.O. and is spoken only by the one 
who is acting as president or organizer.

EXPLANATION: Removes the requirement to whisper the meaning of the letters P.E.O.
RATIONALE: Whispering is outdated, requires close contact to be heard and is not inclusive to those with partial or total hearing loss.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CEREMONY OF 
INSTALLATION FOR LOCAL CHAPTERS

(Page number refers to the President’s Book 03/10)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

THE FOLLOWING FIVE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WILL BE CONSIDERED  
AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE

J-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 1) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Officers, paragraph 3 by striking out the word “thus” and adding the word “so.”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

Do you promise thus to do? Do you promise thus to do so? Do you promise to do so?

EXPLANATION: Would update terminology in taking oath of office.

J-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 2) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Guard, paragraph 1 by striking out the words “to see that the rooms are in readiness, that the doors are closed” 
and Chaplain, by striking out paragraph 4.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

_____, it will be your duty as Guard to take the 
password from all present at each meeting, to 
see that the rooms are in readiness, that the 
doors are closed, and that no one enters unable 
to give the password.
Do you promise to do this?
Guard says: I do.
_____, as Chaplain, it will be your duty to 
conduct the devotions at each chapter meeting. 
In order to become a member of this Sisterhood, 
it is necessary to affirm our belief in God. It is, 
therefore, fitting that we should acknowledge 
our personal accountability unto God to whom 
all hearts are open, all desires are known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid.
In order to become members of this Sisterhood, 
it is necessary to affirm our belief in God.
_____, as Chaplain, it will be your duty to 
conduct the devotions at each chapter meeting. 
Do you promise to perform the duties of this office?
Chaplain says: I do.

_____, it will be your duty as Guard to take the 
password from all present at each meeting, to 
see that the rooms are in readiness, that the 
doors are closed, and that no one enters unable 
to give the password.
Do you promise to do this?
Guard says: I do.
_____, as Chaplain, it will be your duty to 
conduct the devotions at each chapter meeting. 
In order to become a member of this Sisterhood, 
it is necessary to affirm our belief in God. It is, 
therefore, fitting that we should acknowledge 
our personal accountability unto God to whom 
all hearts are open, all desires are known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid.
In order to become members of this Sisterhood, 
it is necessary to affirm our belief in God.
_____, as Chaplain, it will be your duty to 
conduct the devotions at each chapter meeting.
Do you promise to perform the duties of this office?
Chaplain says: I do.

_____, it will be your duty as Guard to take the 
password from all present at each meeting and 
that no one enters unable to give the password.
Do you promise to do this?
Guard says: I do.
In order to become members of this Sisterhood, 
it is necessary to affirm our belief in God.
_____, as Chaplain, it will be your duty to 
conduct the devotions at each chapter meeting. 
Do you promise to perform the duties of this office?
Chaplain says: I do.

EXPLANATION: Would remove from oath of office: for guard, references to duties regarding the meeting room; and for Chaplain, references to affirmation 
of belief in God. 
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J-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 3) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Treasurer, paragraph 1 by striking out the word “regular”; Corresponding Secretary, in paragraph 4 by striking  
out the fourth sentence and by striking out the word “state” in the fifth sentence; and Recording Secretary in paragraph 7, first sentence by striking out  
the words “the work of”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

…shall call the roll at each regular meeting;  
keep a correct list of members of this chapter, 
and of all accounts with them.
…
_____, you have been chosen Corresponding 
Secretary….It is necessary that the membership 
records be correct and complete.
Not only the local, but the state (insert state, 
province or district) chapter records…
_____, the work of your office as Recording 
Secretary will require special attention and 
diligence….

…shall call the roll at each regular meeting;  
keep a correct list of members of this chapter, 
and of all accounts with them.
…
_____, you have been chosen Corresponding 
Secretary….It is necessary that the membership 
records be correct and complete. Not only the 
local, but the state (insert state, province or 
district) chapter records…
_____, the work of your office as Recording 
Secretary will require special attention and 
diligence….

…shall call the roll at each meeting; keep a 
correct list of members of this chapter, and  
of all accounts with them.
…
_____, you have been chosen Corresponding 
Secretary….
Not only the local, but the (insert state, province 
or district) chapter records…
_____, your office as Recording Secretary will 
require special attention and diligence….

EXPLANATION: Would remove from oath of office: for treasurer, reference to roll call at only a regular meeting; for corresponding secretary, reference  
to membership records; and for recording secretary, reference to the work of office. 

J-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 4) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Vice President, paragraph 1, last sentence by striking out the word “her” and inserting the word “the”;  
and President, in paragraph, 4 second sentence, by striking out the words “in the work”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

_____, as Vice President, …It is necessary, 
therefore, that you should be prepared to 
assume the responsibilities of her office at any 
time.
…
_____, in electing you President, Chapter 
_____ has conferred upon you its highest honor 
and its greatest responsibility. In proportion to 
your zeal, in proportion to your efforts, will be 
developed the general growth and interest in the 
work of the chapter….

_____, as Vice President, …It is necessary, 
therefore, that you should be prepared to 
assume the responsibilities of her the office at 
any time.
…
_____, in electing you President, Chapter 
_____ has conferred upon you its highest honor 
and its greatest responsibility. In proportion to 
your zeal, in proportion to your efforts, will be 
developed the general growth and interest in the 
work of the chapter….

_____, as Vice President, …It is necessary, 
therefore, that you should be prepared to 
assume the responsibilities of the office at any 
time.
…
_____, in electing you President, Chapter 
_____ has conferred upon you its highest honor 
and its greatest responsibility. In proportion to 
your zeal, in proportion to your efforts, will be 
developed the general growth and interest of the 
chapter….

EXPLANATION: Would change in the oath of office for vice president reference from “her” to “the” for the office of president; and would remove from oath 
of office for president the reference to work of the local chapter. 

J-5. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 5) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Chapter, paragraph 2, last sentence by striking out the words “, on your part,” and in paragraph 4 by striking out 
the words “Madam President”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

…Do you, on your part, pledge them your 
cheerful and ready support and cooperation?
Chapter says: We do.
Madam President, _____, in presenting to you 
this gavel, the symbol of your office…

…Do you, on your part, pledge them your 
cheerful and ready support and cooperation?
Chapter says: We do.
Madam President, _____, in presenting to you 
this gavel, the symbol of your office…

…Do you pledge them your cheerful and ready 
support and cooperation?
Chapter says: We do.
_____, in presenting to you this gavel, the 
symbol of your office…

EXPLANATION: Would remove extraneous wording from the chapter pledge and final words to president.
RATIONALE: Removes outdated language.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE FOLLOWING SEVEN PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
THE CONSTITUTION, THE PROCEDURE FOR P.E.O. CHAPTER 

MEETING AND CEREMONY OF INSTALLATION WILL BE 
CONSIDERED AS A WHOLE WITH A SINGLE VOTE ONLY  

IF THE AMENDMENTS ARE ADOPTED TO REMOVE TAKING  
THE PASSWORD AT LOCAL CHAPTER MEETINGS.

(Page number refers to the 2019 Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules and the 2020 President’s Book)
UNDERLINED PRINT = INSERT OR ADD; LINE THROUGH WORDS = STRIKE OUT.

K-1. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 39) Amend CONSTITUTION, Part III, ARTICLE III, MEETINGS, Sec. 1 – NUMBER, by inserting a new paragraph 3 and making the current last sentence 
paragraph 4.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

…
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular business meetings.

…
Local chapters may conduct meetings in 
alternate formats following the procedures 
established in the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter 
Meeting.
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular business meetings.

…
Local chapters may conduct meetings in 
alternate formats following the procedures 
established in the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter 
Meeting.
Only meetings held in accordance with the 
requirements of this section shall be considered 
regular business meetings.

PROVISO: If adopted, this change will not become effective until the COVID-19 emergency restrictions are lifted.
EXPLANATION: Would allow local chapters to conduct meetings in alternate formats (hybrid and virtual) following the procedures established in the 
Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting.
RATIONALE: Provides flexibility in scheduling and offers options in meeting formats for hybrid and virtual meetings.

K-2. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 7) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #7. REPORT OF TREASURER, paragraph 4, by striking out the words “say pro” and 
inserting the words “please raise your hand. Lower your hands.”, by striking out the words “say con” and inserting the words “please raise your hand.” 
Lower your hands.”, and by striking out the words “The pros (cons) have it” and inserting the words “The vote is favorable (unfavorable)”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: It has been moved and seconded 
that these bills be allowed. Is there discussion? 
(pause) Those in favor say pro. Those opposed 
say con. The pros (cons) have it and the bill(s) 
are (are not) allowed.

PRESIDENT: It has been moved and seconded 
that these bills be allowed. Is there discussion 
(pause) Those in favor say pro please raise your 
hand. Lower your hands. Those opposed say 
con please raise your hand. Lower your hands. 
The pros (cons) have it. The vote is favorable 
(unfavorable) and the bill(s) are (are not) allowed. 

PRESIDENT: It has been moved and seconded 
that these bills be allowed. Is there discussion? 
(pause) Those in favor please raise your hand. 
Lower your hands. Those opposed please  
raise your hand. Lower your hands. The vote  
is favorable (unfavorable) and the bills are  
(are not) allowed.

EXPLANATION: Would remove the instructions to say pro or con and replace them with the instructions to raise and then lower hands; and would remove 
the use of the words pros and cons in announcing the result and replace them with the words favorable and unfavorable.
RATIONALE: Allows the president to ascertain the outcome of a vote more accurately in a virtual meeting.
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K-3. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 11) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #11. SIGNING OF SPONSOR FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM, by striking out the words “SIGNING OF”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

11. SIGNING OF SPONSOR FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM 11. SIGNING OF SPONSOR FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM 11. SPONSOR FOR MEMBERSHIP FORM

EXPLANATION: Would edit the title of item of business for flexibility of meeting formats.
RATIONALE: Signature on Sponsor for Membership Form will be included in instructions for various meeting formats.
NOTE: The Order of Business will be written to conform.

K-4. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 12) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, paragraph 4 by striking out the words “The vice president will 
distribute ballots and pencils”. 

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The treasurer will announce the 
number entitled to vote. The vice president will 
distribute ballots and pencils.

PRESIDENT: The treasurer will announce the number 
entitled to vote. The vice president will distribute 
ballots and pencils.

PRESIDENT: The treasurer will announce the 
number entitled to vote. 

EXPLANATION: Would remove instruction for the vice president to distribute ballots and pencils.
RATIONALE: Provides flexibility for balloting in different meeting formats. 
NOTE: Additional italicized instruction to be given for balloting in an in-person, hybrid or virtual meeting.

K-5. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 1) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #1. CALL TO ORDER, new paragraph 3, by adding the words “Are any members 
attending by phone?”

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

PRESIDENT: The guard has conducted a visual 
verification of membership. 

PRESIDENT: The guard has conducted a visual 
verification of membership. Are any members 
attending by phone?

PRESIDENT: The guard has conducted a 
visual verification of membership. Are any 
members attending by phone? 

EXPLANATION: Would have the president inquire if any members are attending an alternate format meeting by phone.
RATIONALE: Provides method to ascertain remote attendance in a different meeting format. 

K-6. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 13) Amend Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting, Item of Business #13. BALLOTING, by striking out paragraph 1 and inserting new paragraphs 1, 2, 3 
and 4, with instructions.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

The vice president will collect the ballots. The vice president will collect the ballots.
If any members are not attending in person, the 
president will add:
Those not attending in person, please phone, text or 
email your ballot to me.
The ballots will be collected.
If using an electronic poll for balloting for any members 
in attendance virtually, the president will say:
Those in favor will indicate pro. Those opposed will 
indicate con. An unsubmitted ballot abstains. Those 
attending by telephone, please call, text or email your 
ballot to me.
Have all voted? The ballot will now be closed.

If any members are not attending in person, 
the president will add:
Those not attending in person, please phone, 
text or email your ballot to me.
The ballots will be collected.
If using an electronic poll for balloting for 
any members in attendance virtually, the 
president will say:
Those in favor will indicate pro. Those 
opposed will indicate con. An unsubmitted 
ballot abstains. Those attending by 
telephone, please call, text or email your 
ballot to me.
Have all voted? The ballot will now be closed.

EXPLANATION: Would provide alternate instructions for polling when using electronic voting for a virtual meeting and include collection of ballots for 
those casting ballots in person.
RATIONALE: Gives direction for voting in different meeting formats.
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K-7. SUBMITTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER
(page 4) Amend Ceremony of Installation, Vice President, paragraph 1, second sentence by inserting the words “at in-person meetings” following the word 
“balloting”.

CURRENT WORDING PROPOSED AMENDMENT IF ADOPTED, IT WILL READ

_____, as Vice President, your duty is to assist 
the president in every way possible. You will 
tend to the duty of balloting during the vote for 
membership,…

_____, as Vice President, your duty is to assist 
the president in every way possible. You will tend 
to the duty of balloting at in-person meetings 
during the vote for membership,…

_____, as Vice President, your duty is to assist 
the president in every way possible. You will tend 
to the duty of balloting at in-person meetings 
during the vote for membership,…

EXPLANATION: Would add to the oath of office for vice president reference to duties for balloting at in-person meetings 
RATIONALE: Provides clarity for the duties of the vice president during balloting at in-person meetings.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EDITORIAL RESOLUTION
Resolved, That the Executive Board of International Chapter be authorized to correct article and section designations, punctuation and cross references, and 
to make other such technical and conforming changes as may be necessary to reflect the intent of the Sisterhood in connection with the Introduction, Part I, 
Part II and Part III of the Constitution; the Bylaws and Standing Rules; and the Procedure for P.E.O. Chapter Meeting (including the Opening Ode, Objects and 
Aims, Ceremony of Initiation and Ceremony of Installation).

RESOLUTION
SUBMITTED BY COLORADO STATE CHAPTER 

WHEREAS, P.E.O. is proud of its “Women Educating Women” projects;  
WHEREAS, There are women who have a clear career direction based on their chosen degree and should be supported in their drive to achieve a specific 
educational goal; 
WHEREAS, There are a great many women who have attained sophomore completion status in a bachelor’s program at institutions of higher learning and 
are academically successful but challenged to finance an upcoming term; 
WHEREAS, These students may be holding down jobs but find it necessary to drop out until they have the necessary funds to continue; 
WHEREAS, These students do not currently qualify for a P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education grant and would face a hardship to incur additional debt 
through the P.E.O. Educational Loan Fund or other lending institution; and
WHEREAS, There is a void to assist students in these circumstances in the existing philanthropic projects offered by the P.E.O. Sisterhood;      
RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of International Chapter appoint a special committee to determine the feasibility of establishing a program of grants-in-aid 
for educational expenses to allow women successfully completing the sophomore term in a bachelor’s degree program to continue their education without 
interruption caused by lack of finances; and that the committee report its findings and recommendations at the 2023 Convention of International Chapter.

RESOLUTION
SUBMITTED BY MISSOURI STATE CHAPTER

WHEREAS, P.E.O. celebrates the advancement of women and motivates women to achieve their highest aspirations and has successfully administered  
a low interest revolving loan fund for more than 112 years;
WHEREAS, Student loan debt is the second highest American debt category affecting 44.7 million borrowers who hold more than $1.56 trillion in student 
loan debt;
WHEREAS, This debt is a challenge to society resulting in financial insecurity that delays marriage and family formation, hampers the growth of small 
businesses, prevents and/or delays the acquisition of mortgages, impedes the ability to weather financial crises and precludes saving for retirement; 
WHEREAS, Student loan debt is particularly a women’s issue with two-thirds of outstanding student debt held by women who because of the gender  
pay gap have less disposable income and need more time than men to pay off student loan debt; be it
RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of International Chapter appoint a special committee to determine the feasibility of establishing a program of low 
interest student loan debt refinancing to ease the burden of women’s student loan debt and financial insecurity; and that the committee report its findings 
and recommendations at the 2023 Convention of International Chapter.




